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Phone: 970.626.5803

Volume 19, Issue 1

A Message from the Pastor
Unbinding Our Swaddling Clothes for 2022
During Advent, I once again brought out Charlie Brown’s small, scraggly tree.
After worship, many of you indicated how you’ve also enjoyed A Charlie Brown
Christmas over the past fifty plus years. In fact, a couple of you stood at the front
doors after the service and quoted, “And Lo, an angel of the Lord ...” These were
the words of Linus as he recited the gospel message from St. Luke as it is written
in the King James Version. As well as this birth narrative, the King James
translation is often the favored version of many familiar Bible verses like 23rd
Psalm, John 3:16. Also included in the birth story in the King James Version is
that the baby was wrapped in “swaddling clothes.” Our New Revised Standard
Version translation more precisely describes the scene for us modernists as
“bands of cloth.”
Swaddling is an age-old practice of wrapping infants in blankets or similar
cloth so that movement of the limbs is tightly restricted. As long as the baby is in
the care of the mother or father and pretty much unable to function on its own,
swaddling clothes were mandated as necessary.
For almost two years it seems as if we’ve all been bounded. Swaddled! The
pandemic first constrained us in a lockdown and masked our faces veiling
expressions of love to one another. Regrettably, COVID has taken the lives of
many and disrupted the lives of many, but it seems that a less-medical issue is
that the pandemic has clothed us in divisiveness.
For the Year 2022, we need to be “un-swaddled!” In short, we need new
clothes!
I’m reminded in his letter to the Colossians, that St. Paul speaks of such
“new” clothes. And although he doesn’t exactly say it, he writes to the emerging
church in Collase urging them to rid themselves of the clothes that have been
binding them. “Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony.” (COLOSSIANS 3:14) and prefaces this plea with “As
God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.” (COLOSSIANS 3:12)
Just prior to this passage, Paul exhorts that the divisive church put to death
such things as anger, wrath, malice, slander, lying and abusive language thereby
clothing themselves with the new self in which there would no longer be Greek
and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but
Christ is all and in all!
That’s what we should strive for in 2022. We need to unbind ourselves of
such swaddling clothes of divisiveness and exhibit an inward dressing which
promotes a harmonious church extending the reality of not only Christ’s love,
but of Christ’s shalom or peace.
May the Peace of Christ be with you and yours this coming year.
Blessings,

Pastor Charlie
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Calendar for January
(For more information, see page #s)
Saturday, January 1

Sunday, January 2 — 10 AM
Communion

Monday, January 3 — 10 AM
Post Christmas Clean-up (pg. 7)
Tuesday, January 4 — 10 AM (Hybrid)
UCSJ Coed Book Club (pg. 6)
Saturday, January 15 — 8:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast Group
Monday, January 17 — 9 AM
Full Council Meeting
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Weekly Activities

SUNDAYS — 10 AM
Worship Service (Communion is served the first Sunday
of each month)
Sunday worship at 10 AM is also videotaped and
posted on Facebook, and our website, for you to
worship at home.
MONDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom)
Centering Prayer
WEDNESDAYS — 7 PM (via Zoom)
Community Learning, Beginning January 12 (pg. 6)
THURSDAYS — 10:30 AM (via Zoom)
Woman’s Bible Study
SATURDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom)
Men’s Bible Study
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Prayer Requests or Announcements
for the Sunday bulletin
(deadline is Wednesday at noon).
Address, Phone, Email Changes
Please email ucsjoffice@gmail.com or leave a
detailed message on the church phone
970.626.5803.

December Administrative Committee Highlights
Administrative Committee met on December 13 by ZOOM.
Members present were Dennis Eliason, Joan Moyer, Donna
Whiskeman, Vince Snowbarger, and Pastor Charlie. Linda Ingo was
also present.
The November monthly financials were reviewed and approved.
Concern was expressed that contributions continue to decline relative
to the amounts budgeted. December may show a rebound with yearend contributions. Notices will be placed in UCSJ communications
encouraging year-end giving.
Pastor Charlie gave a brief update on the response level to the
email sent out to members concerning continuation of membership
and willingness to serve on the PST. The deadline for expressing
interest is Friday, December 31.
The committee continued its work to implement the new bylaws
in preparation for the arrival of a new Pastor. Two more charters were
reviewed for council consideration in January. The specific areas
discussed were the position of Vice Chair of Operations, Vice Chair of
Ministries, a more formalized organization of the multiple
communications efforts, and a revitalization of the Memorial
Committee.
Pastor Charlie raised the need to review the ZOOM needs for the
church. Currently there is only one account that is officially a church
account. When there are multiple needs at the same time, we have
relied on personal accounts held by other members or participants in
the meetings. The future of how we stream or record services was
also discussed.
Donna presented the Welcome Bag that she and Alice have been
developing. We have had visitors who expressed some concerns that
when they left the church, they left without any information about the
church.
The next Administrative Committee will be in conjunction with the
full Council meeting on Monday, January 17, 2022 at 9 AM. The
February Administrative Committee meeting will be on Monday,
February 14 at 9 AM.

Mission & Outreach News
We recently sent donations to the
following groups:
Haven House in Olathe—$2,000 for
the playground they are building
Shepherd’s Hand Center in Montrose—$1,500
United Methodist Haitian Relief—$1,000
Thank you for your continued support through your girts,
offerings and tithes.

Dee Moore, Mission & Outreach Ministry

The United Church of the San Juans
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Treasurer’s Report

Sunday Worship

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me by phone
970.596.3755 or email suestern1@gmail.com. Thank you all for your continued
support of our church and missions.
Month End Report — As of November 30, 2021
YTD Actual
Year-to-Date
Income BELOW
Goal
Goal
Income
$ 73,110
$ 88,750
<$ 15,840>
Expenses
$ 73,463
Net LOSS
<$
353>

Annual
Budget
$213,000

Remember: If you plan to make a stock or cash donation from a brokerage account,
PLEASE notify me or have your broker send a contribution letter to UCSJ. These
transactions rarely include the name of the account holder making it difficult to
determine who sent the donation. Thank you!

Sue Stern, Treasurer

Sunday worship service is also
videotaped and posted,
following the service,
on Facebook and our
website, for those
wishing to worship at home.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Welcome!
Allyson Cotham has requested
and been recommended by
Pastor Charlie and the council to
become a member of UCSJ. We
celebrated Allyson at the
December 19th Sunday service!

End-of-Year Contributions
As you can see on Sue’s treasurer’s report, our expenses at the end of November exceeded our
contributions by $353. If you would like to make a 2021 year-end contribution, please make sure
that it is received at the church office by Thursday, December 30 to qualify as a 2021 contribution.
Your generous support of UCSJ is greatly appreciated!

Dennis Eliason, Vice Chair of Finance
Tasty Morsels from “PLUM” Corner

PRESBYTERIANS

— Presbyterians impacted by and responding to recent tornado

outbreak
On Saturday, December 11, in the face of devastating loss, First Presbyterian
Church of Mayfield, Kentucky invoked Scripture:
“The bricks have fallen down,
But we will rebuild with smooth stones;
The sycamores have been cut down,
First Presbyterian Church of Mayfield,
But we will replace with cedars.” (Isaiah 9:10)
Kentucky, was destroyed early on the
These were the first words in a Facebook post from a Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) morning of December 11, 2021. (Photo
via their Facebook)
congregation that saw its historic home leveled as an unprecedented tornado ripped
through four states and into its Western Kentucky home.
“Every square inch of this building was full of the Holy Spirit,” the post went on to say. “The corner of 9th and West
Broadway is full of the Holy Spirit still.”
The catastrophic destruction of Mayfield is one of the harrowing stories the Rev. Jim Kirk, Associate for National
Disaster Response for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), (https://pda.pcusa.org/) heard about over the weekend
following a severe weather outbreak that impacted nearly a dozen presbyteries the night of December 10 and early the
following Saturday morning.
“There’s an incredible number of people who have been displaced, because their home has either been heavily
damaged or destroyed,” Kirk said. “So, sheltering is going to be a significant need. This will be an event that will require a
long-term response for the rebuilding—just an incredible amount of emotional, spiritual care needs, given the number
of fatalities and injuries.”
Donation information to PDA or our other denominational relief agencies can be found on page seven.
(continued on page 4)
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LUTHERANS — Have yourself a dairy little Christmas …
…and make a joyous New Year for a needy family!
Just one dairy cow can produce as many as three gallons of milk each day. It’s a reliable source
of nutrition and income—the total package for a family in need. Visit ELCA Good Gifts and share
God’s love in Christ with our neighbors around the world.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST — UCC encourages churches to respond to the rise in US overdose deaths
(From https://www.ucc.org/news/)
With people dying from drug overdoses at a record rate nationwide, a United Church of
Christ ministry is working to save lives—and change minds.
Local churches have important roles to play in the effort, said Erica Poellote, who
coordinates the UCC’s Harm Reduction and Overdose Prevention Ministries. To get more
congregations involved, the ministry is inviting people to an upcoming webinar: A “UCC
Substance Use and Overdose Town Hall,” Wednesday, February 2, at 4 PM MT. Interested
people can email Poellote@ucc.org to receive updates or watch the UCC Events Page for a
registration link to be posted. She said the webinar will offer glimpses into harm-reduction
work and its core message: “People who use drugs are beloved by God.” And with the current uptick in deaths, there’s
never been a more urgent time. A recent report from the National Center for Health Statistics showed that, for the first
time, drug overdose deaths topped 100,000 in a year. The complex reasons for the rise in deaths will be just one of the
topics discussed in the Town Hall meeting.

METHODISTS — Join Methodists in Prayer in 2022
As we approach 2022, we are reminded of the importance of prayer for our
community—prayers for those close to us physically; those we miss who may be
across the miles; those we have lost this year and those who are ill or suffering.
If you wish to share a prayer request with your siblings of The Mountain Sky
Conference, submit your thoughts via email here or here. We will be sure to add
them to our prayer page so others can reflect as you are.
You may find news of those who have recently passed away and other prayer
requests, by visiting here.
Many blessings to you in 2022!

Pastor Charlie and Team
Ouray County Food Pantry
United Church of the San Juans has a tradition of collecting for the Ouray County Food Pantry
the first Sunday of each month. In 2022 we want to focus on gathering items that are especially
needed by the pantry. While the food pantry can purchase many items at a very good price
through the Food Bank of the Rockies, there are some items that are very popular with or
needed by patrons that the Food Bank of the Rockies does not supply.
In January, we would like to ask members to contribute ground coffee for the food pantry. You
may bring your donations to church the first Sunday of the month, or, if you prefer, bring them to the
church during the first week of the month during regular church office hours. We’ll make sure they
get to the food pantry. All donations are welcome, but if you can contribute ground coffee, that
would be great. Thank you for your generosity.

Cindi Myers, Mission & Outreach Ministry Member

The United Church of the San Juans
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Sharing Your Gifts
“ 4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services,
but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates
all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to
another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit,
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.” (1 Corinthians 12: 4-11)
As I write this the New Year is fast approaching. Long winter days afford us a bit more time and I am hoping you
might consider participating in one of our ministry opportunities. We all have gifts, perhaps one of these fits yours
perfectly!
Care Team: This is an opportunity to make a phone call, send a card, knit a shawl, provide a ride, make a visit or
deliver a meal to someone who really needs to know that there are people who love them and are there to help.
Contact: Linda Ingo 970.901.1843 elingo@centurylink.net
Congregational Life: Manages all the congregational fellowship and social gatherings. They provide “treats” and
beverages after Sunday worship and make sure all of our events are well planned and executed. The food is
amazing!! Contact: Bob McDaniel 970.901.4077 rmcdan3328@gmail.com

Education: This ministry is focused on providing opportunities for spiritual growth and life-long learning. They plan
wonderful books to read via a Coed Book Club and Community Learning, coordinate special events and programs,
facilitate the Men’s and Woman’s Bible Studies and much more. Contact: Carolyn Snowbarger 703.399.6188
carolynsnowbarger@gmail.com
Membership: This team has a huge focus on making visitors feel welcome when they come to church. Gift bags are
going to be given to visitors after the holidays. Follow-up calls are made if they choose to provide us with their
contact information. Hopefully, a warm welcome and the feeling that they belong will result in new members!
Contact: Alice Goertz 574.523.1588 haalg@yahoo.com
Mission & Outreach: This ministry focuses on financially supporting various causes, both local and worldwide. When
there is an opportunity for a hands-on project in the community, UCSJ is there! Contact: Dee Moore 970.901.9858
deeouraywild@gmail.com
Worship & Music: Supporting the Pastor in planning and executing the regular and special worship and music
opportunities at UCSJ is the main function of this group of dedicated volunteers. Contact: Pam Larson 970.325.4600
pjouray@gmail.com
If joining a team is not “your thing” there are many ways to help with worship and other activities each week. Signup sheets are in the gathering area for things such as greeting, treats, ushering, bringing flowers, Scripture reading,
joining a planned activity and more!!
God Bless,

Donna Whiskeman, Vice Chair of Ministries
City Market Community Rewards
United Church of the San Juans is now a City Market/King Soopers community organization!
You can help UCSJ receive donations from City Market by linking your card to our church.
It’s easy to do. You just need a digital account to link your card so if you already have one just click here and scroll
down to the “Link your Shopper’s card” to get started and search for United Church of the San Juans, select, and save.
If you don’t have a digital account, you will need to create one. Any transactions moving forward will be applied to the
program, at no added cost to you.
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Education
UCSJ Coed Book Club – Tuesday, January 4 at 10 AM (Hybrid)
Tomboy Bride: A Woman’s Personal Account of Life in Mining Camps of the West by Harriet Backus ($10)
Dale Laidlaw will be facilitating our discussion.
Winter Community Learning
No matter where you are this winter, you can join us for community learning studies beginning on January 12. These
will all be on Zoom at 7 PM on Wednesday evenings. The books are on display in the gathering area if you wish to check
them out. Please let Mick Graff or Carolyn Snowbarger know by Friday, December 24 if you’d like to join a study and if
you need us to order a book for you.

Book of Hope: A Survival Guide for Trying Times by Jane Goodall and Douglas Abrams ($17)
In this urgent book, Jane Goodall, the world’s most famous living naturalist, and Douglas Abrams, the internationally
bestselling co-author of The Book of Joy, explore through intimate and thought-provoking dialogue, one of the most
sought after and least understood elements of human nature: hope. In The Book of Hope, Jane focuses on her “Four
Reasons for Hope.” The Amazing Human Intellect, The Resilience of Nature, The Power of Young People, and The
Indomitable Human Spirit.
Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian in Community by Dietrich Bonhoeffer ($11)
After his martyrdom at the hands of the Gestapo in 1945, Dietrich Bonhoeffer continued his witness in the hearts of
Christians around the world. His Letters and Papers from Prison became a prized testimony to Christian faith and
courage, read by thousands. Now in Life Together we have Pastor Bonhoeffer’s experience of Christian community.
This story of a unique fellowship in an underground seminary during the Nazi years reads like one of Paul’s letters. It
gives practical advice on how life together in Christ can be sustained in families and groups.
Searching for Stars on an Island in Maine by Alan Lightman ($11)
As a physicist, Alan Lightman has always held a scientific view of the world. But one summer evening, while looking
at the stars from a small boat at sea, Lightman was overcome by the overwhelming sensation that he was merging
with something larger than himself—an eternal unity, something absolute and immaterial. The result is an inspired,
lyrical meditation from the acclaimed author of Einstein’s Dreams that explores these seemingly contradictory
impulses. Lightman draws on sources ranging from Saint Augustine’s conception of absolute truth to Einstein’s
theory of relativity.
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Centering Prayer — Mondays at 8:30 AM via Zoom
Women’s Bible Studies — Thursdays at 10:30 AM via Zoom
Men’s Bible Studies — Saturdays at 8:30 AM via Zoom

Carolyn Snowbarger, Education Ministry

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities to Help
Please help us by signing up, for the following:
Communion servers
Scripture readers
Ushers
Greeters
Prepare and cleanup coffee
Bring simple treats for fellowship time after church
Bring flowers (in memory of loved ones, in celebration of a special event or just because)
The sign-up sheets are in the gathering area. Thank you!

The United Church of the San Juans

Caring for One Another and Praying for . . .
Faithful servants who will be available for the Pastor Search Team as we discern
God’s will for our church moving forward.
Those recently affected by the devastating storms in Kentucky, Tennessee,
Illinois, and other areas.
Do you have a prayer request or pastoral care
concern that you would like your UCSJ faith
community to hear or a confidential prayer request
for our prayer team (but not for public
communication)? Please call the church office at
970.626.5803 or email ucsjoffice@gmail.com.
Concerns shown here are printed only with the permission of the person involved.

Congregational Life Ministry
Our team supplied the Woman Power to facilitate Pastor Charlie’s Barbecue
last month. We heated the barbecue and beans and served 40 plus hungry
people. Donna Whiskeman provided colorful covers for each of the tables. Many
of you were kind enough to bring great desserts which were shared by all.
On Sunday, December 12 we provided cookies for Pastor Charlie’s program
after church. The Educational Committee provided four different soups and bread
which were consumed prior to getting cookies.
We would love to have more of you volunteer to provide snacks for our
Sunday after service fellowship.

Bob McDaniel, Congregation Life Ministry
Post Christmas Clean-up (Undecorating)
Monday, January 3 at 10 AM
Please assist us with undecorating the church. Thanks for
planning on helping.

Pam Larson, Worship & Music Ministry
Disaster Relief
Our prayers are for those recently affected by the devastating storms in
Kentucky, Tennessee, Illinois, and other areas. If you would like to send a
donation for relief efforts, please indicate Kentucky Tornadoes with your
contribution when using our denomination websites.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
ELCA
United Church of Christ
United Methodist
If you wish to donate through UCSJ, please indicate the same on your
envelope or check “Kentucky/Designated Denomination” and we will forward
accordingly.
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January Birthdays
3 – Don Radovich
3 – Ina Dow
5 – Wendy Kidd
7 – Rob Datsko
7 – Leslie Wood
9 – Marilyn Beall
10 – Mike Kristoffersen
12 – Harvey Scoville
15 – Kathy Graff
16 – George Weekly
18 – Peg Kristoffersen
19 – Gary Elliott
20 – Josephine Scoville
22 – Ken Sloan
23 – Gay Kempner
24 – Mary Mardock
24 – Kia Chandler
27 – Jim Wing
30 – Tracy Orvis

January Anniversaries
22 – Charlie Carson & Marsha McCall
27 – Charles & Lynda Packard
Please let the church office
(ucsjoffice@gmail.com or
970.626.5803) know if we’re missing
your birthday and/or anniversary.
Thank you.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

February Newsletter
DEADLINE is NOON
Friday, January 21
Please submit items to:
Barbara Eliason at
baeliason2006@msn.com
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Men’s Breakfast
Group
(3rd Saturday)
Saturday, January 15

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Communion
Join us at our Lord’s Table
(1st Sunday)
Sunday, January 2

Thank you for your generous support during these times. Your gifts
enable our ministry to continue even while we’re taking extra
precautions. To contribute online just click the donate button below or
you can send your offerings to the church office at P.O. Box 295,
Ridgway, CO 81432.
Click Here to Donate Today

Please remember that pictures of members and their children may be posted around the church and on the internet
(website and Facebook). If you do not want your picture used, please contact the church office. Thank you!

www.ucsjridgway.org
For up-to-date information,
including council highlights,
newsletters (in color),
calendar, etc.

We are affiliated with:
~ Presbyterian Church (USA)
~ Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
~ United Church of Christ
~ United Methodist Church

PO Box 295 — Ridgway, CO 81432

Connect with UCSJ!

And like us!
www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway

