
 

Worship 
 

Sundays at 10 AM 
 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 295 

Ridgway, CO 81432 
 

Email: ucsjoffice@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.ucsjridgway.org 
 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway   

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  
 

UCSJ Staff 
 

Rev. Charles Packard — Pastor 
Rev. Dick Engdahl — Pastor Emeritus 

Deacon Bob Larson — Minister of 
Missional Outreach 

Deacon Kathy Graff — Minister of 
Spiritual Formation 

Anita Posey — Administrative Assistant 
Katy Kristoffersen — Director of Music 

Sue Stern — Treasurer 

Laura Hagert — Custodian 
Lar 

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

UCSJ Council 
 

Pastor Charlie Packard 
Dennis Eliason 

Alice Goertz 
Linda Ingo 

Pam Larson 
Bob McDaniel 

Dee Moore 
Joan Moyer 

Carolyn Snowbarger 
Vince Snowbarger (Chair) 

Donna Whiskeman 
 

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

Newsletter Editor — Barb Eliason 
Newslink Editor — Administrative 
Assistant (ucsjoffice@gmail.com) 
External Publicity — Kate Kellogg 

 

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

UCSJ Office Hours 
 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
 

8:30 AM — 1:30 PM 
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A Message from the Pastor 
 

Coffee with Jesus 
 

 Recently, one of the Lectionary readings was from the book we know as 
Nehemiah. The setting of this book from the Hebrew Scriptures is about four 
hundred years before Christ. The Jews have been held captive in Babylonia for a 
couple of generations and had become a lazy, sloppy clan, who had all but forgotten 
the rich Jewish heritage of their ancestors and of God’s gift of the Torah, or the Law. 
Tribes can get like that sometimes. So can modern-day churches. Even UCSJ. 

 When recalling the captivity in Babylon, I’m always reminded 
of a favorite website of mine, Radio Free Babylon, commonly 
known as Coffee with Jesus: http://www.radiofreebabylon.com/
coffeewithjesus. The web-based comic strip is a mixture of 
religious, cultural, and political humor. In the simple, four panel 
strip, a person is always having a cup of Joe with Jesus and asks a 
provocative, ethical question or statement. In response, Jesus 
typically has a modern, 21st Century, parabolic reply which always 
leaves the person and the reader scratching one’s head as to the incredible wisdom 
of Jesus. When I read Coffee with Jesus, I’m always reminded of his Twelve Disciples 
who themselves seemed to scratch their heads when Jesus spoke in truth and love.  

 I stumbled upon a relevant episode when reading from my paperback book 
collection of these coffee encounters. Ann, a frequent inquirer, shares with Jesus 
that she is so happy that 75% of Americans, when surveyed, identified themselves as 
Christians. With a cup of coffee in his hand, Jesus replies, “My figures are a bit 
lower.” Ann then reflects, “So people can think they’re believers, and not really be. 
How sad!” In the final frame, Jesus says, “Wearing a cowboy hat, doesn’t make you a 
cowboy, Ann.” 

 I sarcastically smiled as it seems as if there are many in our flock who are such 
MINOs…members in name only. They’re listed in the directory, and perhaps were 
once an active member, but are no longer so. Through emails and personal 
conversations, I know this is disturbing to many of our active flock. 

 It’s not really a head scratcher. Typically, when a church is in transition, member 
involvement often subsides. Such a situation is not unique to UCSJ. Some members 
will elect to be less active or absent just waiting for the next pastor to decide on no 
longer being a MINO. For me, this is sad. I view the church as being so much more 
than a pastor. The church is about being a Body of Christ that comes together 
regardless of who the pastor is. 

 Coffee time after church is just as important as the message any pastor delivered 
a few minutes earlier. 

 My hope is that dormant members come and have coffee with us each Sunday 
after worship. Because when we gather as two or more, Jesus has promised to 
always be with us. (MATTHEW 18:20) 

 That’s the Gospel Truth! In fact, that’s real-life Coffee with Jesus. 

 Blessings, 

Pastor Charlie 

mailto:ucsjoffice@gmail.com
http://www.ucsjridgway.org
https://www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway
mailto:ucsjoffice@gmail.com
http://www.radiofreebabylon.com/coffeewithjesus
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Calendar for February 
(For more information, see page #s) 

 

Sunday, February 6 — 10 AM 

Communion 

Monthly Ouray County Food Drive (pg. 5)  

 

Monday, February 14 

9 AM — Administrative Committee Meeting 

 

Saturday, February 19 — 8:30 AM 

Men’s Breakfast Group 
 

Tuesday, February 22 — Noon 

Gals’ Lunch at Stonehouse, Montrose (pg. 4) 
 

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  
 

Weekly Activities 

SUNDAYS — 10 AM 

Worship Service (Communion is served the 
first Sunday of each month) 

 

Sunday worship at 10 AM is also videotaped 
and posted on Facebook, and our website, for 

you to worship at home. 
 

MONDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom) 

Centering Prayer 
 

WEDNESDAYS — 7 PM (via Zoom) 

Community Learning (pg. 4) 
 

THURSDAYS — 10:30 AM (via Zoom) 

Woman’s Bible Study 
 

SATURDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom) 

Men’s Bible Study 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

Prayer Requests or Announcements  

for the Sunday bulletin 

(deadline is Wednesday at noon). 

Address, Phone, Email Changes 

Please email ucsjoffice@gmail.com or 
leave a detailed message on the 

church phone 970.626.5803. 
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 January Council Highlights 
 

 Full Council met on January 17, 2022. The members present were Dennis 
Eliason, Alice Goertz, Linda Ingo, Pam Larson, Robert McDaniel, Dee Moore, 
Joan Moyer, Carolyn Snowbarger, Vince Snowbarger, Donna Whiskeman, and 
Pastor Charlie Packard. 

 The December 2021 monthly financials were reviewed and approved. Pam 
presented the Lenten schedule. Pastor Charlie shared a proposed time-line for 
implementation of the Pastor Search Team (PST). 

 The primary purpose of the meeting was the selection of PST nominees 
and preparing for the congregational meeting scheduled for Sunday, January 
30, 2022. Dennis reported on the results of the emailed survey concerning 
continuing membership and volunteering for PST. 

 Council considered the two members from council to propose as 
nominees for the council positions. Pam Larson and Dee Moore were selected 
and agreed to serve. Next, after considerable discussion council nominated 
the following people as the five none-council members: Allyson Cotham, Mick 
Graff, Carol Kling, Fred Quist, and Jack Sibold. Then council reviewed the 
membership list in preparation for the congregational meeting and the 
balloting. Ballots will be emailed to all active members and U.S. mailed to 
those who do not use email. All votes are due prior to the meeting or at the 
meeting on January 30. There will be no nominations from the floor due to the 
voting procedures. The meeting will be in-person only. 

 In other business, Charters for our ministries were approved. There was 
discussion about releasing the reserve fund for missions to help the victims of 
the fires in Boulder County. Final approval will be done by email vote after a 
specific proposal is made by the Mission & Outreach Team. 

 Pray for our congregation as we meet to select our Pastor Search Team. 
Continue your prayers for the PST and council as we search for God’s leader 
for our church. 

 The next Administrative Committee meeting will be Monday, February 14 
at 9 AM and the next Full Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 11 at 
9 AM. 

 

Welcome! 
 

 Allyson Cotham was welcomed as a 
member of UCSJ on December 19! She 
was born and raised in Monticello, Utah, 
and has lived in several communities 
both in Utah and Colorado. Her road was 
a zigzag exploring different majors, but 
ultimately she found a home at Mesa 
State College where she graduated in 
Vocal Performance/Conducting. Allyson 
has sung professionally, both independently and with choirs throughout 
the western United States, and has directed various choirs for 12 years, 
including the choir here at UCSJ for almost six years. 

 She has found that her greatest connectors to her Creator is through 
expression in music, meaningful relationships, self-exploration, being 
outside in magnificent nature, humor, and quiet question asking. 

https://www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway
https://ucsjridgway.org/
mailto:ucsjoffice@gmail.com


Treasurer’s Report 
 

 If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me by phone 
970.596.3755 or email suestern1@gmail.com. Thank you all for your continued 
support of our church and missions. 
 

Month End Report — As of December 31, 2021 

     YTD Actual    Year-to-Date  Income BELOW    Annual 

          Goal      Goal     Budget 

Income      $    96,479     $   106,500     <$  10,021>        $213,000 

Expenses     $    89,532 

Net GAIN     $      6,947 
 

Remember: If you plan to make a stock or cash donation from a brokerage account, 
PLEASE notify me or have your broker send a contribution letter to UCSJ. These 
transactions rarely include the name of the account holder making it difficult to 
determine who sent the donation. Thank you! 
 

Sue Stern, Treasurer 

 

Sunday Worship 
 

Sunday worship service is also 
videotaped and posted, 

following the service, 
on Facebook and our 

website, for those 
wishing to worship at home. 

 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

Communion 

Join us at our Lord’s Table 

(1st Sunday) 

Sunday, February 6 
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Tasty Morsels from “PLUM” Corner 
 

“This month’s PLUM Corner is provided by Tom Chase, chair of our Denomination 
Relations Committee. Both he and Pastor Charlie are seeking a UCSJ member to be a 
part of the team and be responsible for providing our denominational news at PLUM 
Corner each month. Please contact either Tom or Pastor Charlie about this position.” 

 

 This month I would like to give you a general view of our denominational relationship. We can rely on our affiliation 
with the denominations to provide us with global and local needs of God’s people. We are very aware of the tragedy 
that the Marshall fire brought to our brothers and sisters in the Boulder area. We all hurt when we see the devastation 
that a tornado did to Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois. All four of our denominations are busy providing financial and 
spiritual help for people in these areas. Over the last few months, we have given information on how you can help by 
posting links to denominational websites that give you the opportunity to help.  

  I believe that God is at work in his world calling each of us to respond to the needs of his people. Some of us are 
called to respond to global needs and some of us are called to respond to local needs. Our denominations provide 
opportunities for us to do both. The needs of God’s people are varied. They range from supporting Missionaries in 
foreign countries to local homeless shelters and food banks. Do you see yourself interested in supporting or needing 
information about other ministries that our denominations support? Things like campus ministries, outdoor ministries, 
adult retreats, and leadership training. Just about any kind of ministry or spiritual involvement you can think of is 
supported by one or all of our denominations. Looking at the website for each will give you more ideas than we can 
possibly be involved in; however, there are some that will pique your interest. I have provided some printed information 
and documentation from each of our denominations that you can refer to. Look in the library for the boxes that contain 
this literature. You will find some inspirational stories as well as spiritual uplifting references to help with daily or weekly 
devotions. 

I have a request for someone in the congregation to accept the responsibility to provide the PLUM Corner article 
for the newsletter monthly. There are good resources to get plenty of information for you and you are free to put 

your own spin on how you want this article to look. 

 

City Market Community Rewards 
 

Thank you  to those who have already linked their City Market card to UCSJ. Last 
quarter UCSJ received $52.06 which has been added to the Pastor’s Discretionary fund. 

 It’s easy to help UCSJ receive donations from City Market by linking your card to our church. You just need a digital 
account, so if you already have one just click here and scroll down to the “Link your shopper’s card” to get started and 
search for United Church of the San Juans, select, and save. If you don’t have a digital account, you will need to create 
one. Any transactions moving forward will be applied to the program, at no added cost to you. 

https://www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway
https://ucsjridgway.org/
https://www.citymarket.com/i/community/community-rewards


Education 
 

Gals’ Lunch — Tuesday, February 22 at Noon at Stonehouse in Montrose 

 Please sign up in the gathering area or let Carol Kling or Sandy Storey know you’re coming. 
 

UCSJ Coed Book Club – Thursday, March 3 at 10 AM at UCSJ and on Zoom 

 In the San Juans by Rev. J. J. Gibbons ($10) 

 Dale Laidlaw will be facilitating our discussion. Here are a few details from Amazon: 

Rev. J. J. Gibbons experienced the San Juan Mountains of Colorado as few men ever did. At the end of the 
nineteenth century, when avalanches ran, mines exploded, and plagues hit hard—everyone backed off 
except for Gibbons. It was his job to tend the sick, give last rites, bury the dead, and bring comfort to the 
grieving families. So even when the weather was at its worst, Father Gibbons set out on foot or on 
horseback to bring comfort to those individuals in need of a Catholic priest. 

 

Winter Community Learning — Wednesdays at 7 PM via Zoom (Ends February 23) 

 Zoom links are posted in Newslink each week. 

• The Book of Hope: A Survival Guide for Trying Times by Jane Goodall and Douglas Abrams  

• Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian in Community by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

• Searching for Stars on an Island in Maine by Alan Lightman 
  

 

 

Education Ministry Team: Allyson Cotham, Art Dodd, Kathy Graff, Mick Graff, Dale Laidlaw, 

Carolyn Snowbarger, Donna Whiskeman, and Lisa Young 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
 

Centering Prayer — Mondays at 8:30 AM via Zoom 

Women’s Bible Studies — Thursdays at 10:30 AM via Zoom 

Men’s Bible Studies — Saturdays at 8:30 AM via Zoom 
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Caring Ministry 
 

 On your behalf, the care team has delivered some meals and fruit baskets to cheer those who 
have not been able to be out and about. Along with our prayers, we remind them that they are not 
forgotten. 

 Our congregation has been blessed to have had Melodee Kelly as a member. Using her gifts 
with children, she taught and assisted with the Sunday School. After a courageous battle with 
cancer, she passed peacefully and with dignity on January 14th at the Hope West Care Center in 
Grand Junction. She was a nanny for over 30 years. Melodee taught children using language at their developmental 
level to prepare them for the adult world. Her greatest ability was to teach life’s most important values, 
unconditional love, devotion, kindness, and gratitude. She lived what she taught. Barbara Woolverton, her sister, 
plans to have a Celebration of Life in early summer and spread her ashes on Ohio Peak, a special place to Melodee. 
Donations can be made to the Woman’s Club of Ouray and Hope West of Western Colorado. 

 Anne Linenberger has graciously begun scheduling meals for Betsy Lattanner and her family. Following surgery 
on her lung, she needs time to gain strength and get relief from the pain and soreness. Cards and meals are ways to 
show her you care until she improves enough for visitors. 

 A fund has been established at Alpine Bank to benefit Eva Schoonover, along with the Help Eva GoFundMe page. 
Harlan and Eva moved his mobile auto mechanic business into a permanent location in Ridgway a few years ago. 
They have expanded their services with his expertise in the shop and hers in the office. Now, these parents of four 
boys, are facing the terrifying unknown as she was diagnosed with a rare form of metastatic (stage IV) soft tissue 
sarcoma. She is recovering from emergency surgery in Denver and faces further treatment. We can all pray for them 
and support them through the Meal Train established on the GoFundMe page and through donations. 
 

Linda Ingo, Care Ministry 



February Birthdays 
 

4 – Margaret Knipfer 

5 – Carolyn Stiltner 

7 – Dudley Case 

8 – Liz Kuehling 

8 – Julie Larusson 

9 – Kelvin Kent 

12 – Shelly Spalding 

12 – Don Stiltner 

14 – Sandy Krafft 

15 – Carl Krieg 

16 – Deborah Fischer 

17 – Betsy Lattanner 

17 – Joan O'Rourke 

19 – Sandra Knutson 

19 – Harry Strong 

20 – David Guenther 

20 – Kate Kellogg 

20 – Don Swartz 

25 – Carol Brower 
 

February 
Anniversaries 

 

1 – Charlie & Jackie Berger 

2 – Michael & Dee Moore 

25 – Brian & Leslie Wood 
 

Please let the church office 
(ucsjoffice@gmail.com or 

970.626.5803) know if we’re missing 
your birthday and/or anniversary. 

Thank you. 
 

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

March Newsletter 
 

DEADLINE is NOON 

Friday, February 18 

Please submit items to: 

Barbara Eliason at 

baeliason2006@msn.com 

 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

Men’s Breakfast 
Group 

 

(3rd Saturday) 

Saturday, February 19 
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Ouray County Food Pantry 
 

 Thank you to everyone who donated to our January collection for the 
Ouray County Food Pantry. We were able to deliver eight packages of ground 
coffee and a variety of other items to the pantry. 

 Our February focus is on CANNED MEAT that is 
not tuna—canned salmon, canned chicken, and 
canned ham, for example. All donations are 
welcome, but canned meat is an item the pantry 
has a particular need of. Think of what you could 
contribute to make a meal for one of your 
neighbors here in Ouray County. Please bring your 
donations to church on Sunday, February 6, or to 

the church during regular office hours. Thank you! 
 

 

Cindi Myers, Mission & Outreach Ministry Member 

Caring for One Another . . .  
 

 We extend our deepest sympathy to all who knew and loved Melodee Kelly who 
passed away on January 14, after a courageous battle with cancer. 

 On December 30, 2021, a wildfire raced through Boulder County, destroying 
homes and livelihoods. We grieve with those who have lost so much, who now must 
pick up the pieces of their lives and begin again. If you would like to send a donation 
for relief efforts, please use our denomination websites.  
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

ELCA 

United Methodist 

United Church of Christ  

 If you wish to donate through UCSJ, please indicate the same on your envelope 
or on your check “Disaster Relief/Designated Denomination” and we will forward 
accordingly. 

 

Do you have a prayer request or pastoral care concern 
that you would like your UCSJ faith community to hear 

or a confidential prayer request for our prayer team 
(but not for public communication)? Please call the 

church office at 970.626.5803 or email 
ucsjoffice@gmail.com. 

 

Concerns shown here are printed only with the permission of the person involved. 

Lent, Holy Week, and Easter 
 

 Ash Wednesday is March 2 and there will be a 
worship service at UCSJ at 5 PM that day. Please 
plan to attend and begin the Lenten season. 

 Plans for the services from Palm Sunday, April 
10, through Easter, April 17, will be announced in 
the March newsletter. 
 

Pam Larson, Worship & Music Ministry 

mailto:ucsjoffice@gmail.com
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https://www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/we-are-disciples/disaster-relief
https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/disaster-relief/
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PO Box 295 — Ridgway, CO 81432 

And like us! 
www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway  

 We are affiliated with: 

   ~ Presbyterian Church (USA) 

  ~ Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

   ~ United Church of Christ 

  ~ United Methodist Church 

 

www.ucsjridgway.org 
 

For up-to-date information, 
including council highlights, 

newsletters (in color), 
calendar, etc. 

Connect with UCSJ! 

Please remember that pictures of members and their children may be posted around the church and on the internet 

(website and Facebook). If you do not want your picture used, please contact the church office. Thank you! 

 

  

Click Here to Donate Today 

Thank you for your generous support during these times. Your gifts 
enable our ministry to continue even while we’re taking extra 

precautions. To contribute online just click the donate button below or 
you can send your offerings to the church office at P.O. Box 295, 

Ridgway, CO 81432. 

https://www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway
http://www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway
http://www.ucsjridgway.org
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/722193

