
 

Worship 
 

Sundays at 10 AM 
 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 295 

Ridgway, CO 81432 
 

Email: ucsjoffice@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.ucsjridgway.org 
 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway   

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  
 

UCSJ Staff 
 

Rev. Charles Packard — Pastor 
Rev. Dick Engdahl — Pastor Emeritus 

Deacon Bob Larson — Minister of 
Missional Outreach 

Deacon Kathy Graff — Minister of 
Spiritual Formation 

Anita Posey — Administrative Assistant 
Katy Kristoffersen — Director of Music 

Sue Stern — Treasurer 

Laura Hagert — Custodian 
Lar 

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

UCSJ Council 
 

Pastor Charlie Packard 
Dennis Eliason 

Alice Goertz 
Linda Ingo 

Pam Larson 
Bob McDaniel 

Dee Moore 
Joan Moyer 

Carolyn Snowbarger 
Vince Snowbarger (Chair) 

Donna Whiskeman 
 

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

Newsletter Editor — Barb Eliason 
Newslink Editor — Administrative 
Assistant (ucsjoffice@gmail.com) 
External Publicity — Kate Kellogg 

 

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

UCSJ Office Hours 
 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
 

8:30 AM — 1:30 PM 
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A Message from the Pastor 
 

Lent: Give Up or Add To 
 

 It was some twenty-plus years ago when in my earlier life as an advertising 
executive, I came to the realization of economics associated with Lent. Economics? 
Surely not! However, I do remember from seminary it was desirable to increase fish 
consumption by fishers. However, as it was more recently, our ad agency had just 
taken over the direction of strategically moving the sales of a Southern U.S. fast-
food seafood chain. In our first briefing, the chain’s CEO indicated that with such a 
late Easter that year, sales for the entire fiscal year could suffer. I quickly learned 
that for this seafood chain, Lent was their Christmas season. Even growing up in a 
heavily Catholic town of Omaha, Nebraska, our family never recognized the 
tradition of refraining from meat during Lent. But for many, this is part of the 40-
day tradition which symbolizes Jesus’ days in the desert.  

 However, when growing up, “giving up” something for Lent was a tradition of 
our Packard household. My sister and I would obligingly “give-up” candy and Cokes 
as a symbol of our penitence. I’m not certain that I clearly understood the meaning 
of it all, but we did so because our mom said we needed to do it. When Easter 
finally did arrive, we splurged big time. 

 I observed the “giving up” practice for years until hearing a sermon once about 
“adding something” to our lives during Lent rather than “giving up.” It made 
perfect sense to me and for years I’ve added reading Scripture or just trying to be a 
better servant of God. 

 However, each week preceding Lent I still think of “giving up” something in 
addition to “adding” something. As I write I’m moved to do so this year. 

 Why? 

 I think it’s because despite knowing the love of God in each of our lives, I often 
think I’ve fallen short of what God has called me. Pastors sometimes have such a 
feeling. We aren’t saints. Lent helps us to focus on our brokenness and allows us to 
be reminded that we’re just one of many in worship on Sunday, albeit having a seat 
at the front of the church. 

 Lent is truly a time for penitence and humility. 

 My vow this Lenten season is to pray more earnestly than before. Pray for the 
world in general. Pray for an end to the pandemic. Pray for our Pastoral Search 
Team. Pray for the well-being and call of our great congregation. I may even “give 
up” something this Lenten season to gain a better focus in my prayer life. 

 Come Holy Spirit. Guide me and the flock I serve! 

 This Lenten season I’m crafting a sermon series focused on the Lord’s Prayer. 
It’s my “go-to” prayer in times of joy and distress. 

 You see, it’s a prayer that I don’t “add” to my daily life, it’s a prayer, that I’ll 
never “give up.” 

 Blessings, 

Pastor Charlie 

mailto:ucsjoffice@gmail.com
http://www.ucsjridgway.org
https://www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway
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Calendar for March 
(For more information, see page #s) 

 

Wednesday, March 2 

5 PM — Imposition of Ashes Service (pg. 2) 

Thursday, March 3 — 10 AM 

UCSJ Coed Book Club (Hybrid) (pg. 3) 
 

Sunday, March 6 — 10 AM 

Communion 

Monthly Ouray County Food Drive (pg. 5)  

 

Monday, March 14 — 9 AM 

Administrative Committee Meeting 
 

Saturday, March 19 — 8:30 AM 

Men’s Breakfast Group 
 

Wednesday, March 23 — Noon 

Gals’ Lunch at Lazy Dog Saloon, Ridgway (pg. 3) 
 

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  
 

Weekly Activities 

SUNDAYS  

10 AM — Worship Service (Communion is 
served the first Sunday of each month) 

 

Following Worship — Lenten Education 
Luncheons (March 6 through April 10) (pg. 3) 

 

(Sunday worship at 10 AM is also videotaped 
and posted on Facebook, and our website, for 

you to worship at home) 
 

MONDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom) 

Centering Prayer 
 

THURSDAYS — 10:30 AM (via Zoom) 

Woman’s Bible Study 
 

SATURDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom) 

Men’s Bible Study 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

Prayer Requests or Announcements  

for the Sunday bulletin 

(deadline is Wednesday at noon). 

Address, Phone, Email Changes 

Please email ucsjoffice@gmail.com or 
leave a detailed message on the 

church phone 970.626.5803. 
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February Administrative Committee Highlights 
 

 Administrative Committee met on February 14. Members present were 
Dennis Eliason, Joan Moyer, Donna Whiskeman, Vince Snowbarger, and Pastor 
Charlie. 

 The January monthly financials were reviewed and approved. While 
dealing with budget issues, the committee agreed to reimburse the couple, to 
whom the trailer was transferred, $3,000 to defray some of the expenses they 
incurred in moving the trailer from the south lots. This finalizes the transfer 
and removal of the trailer. 

 Pastor Charlie gave a brief update on the preparations for implementing 
the Pastor Search Team (PST). A notebook of denominational practices and 
information have been developed with some expenses for their preparation. A 
short meeting will be held after the service with PST to orient them to the 
process and discuss confidentiality. 

 The charter for Council Chairperson was presented for review and 
forwarded to council for approval. The committee also reviewed proposed 
policies for Maintaining Membership Rolls and a revision of the policies and 
procedure for the Memorial Fund Committee. These will also be submitted to 
council for review and approval. 

 Bob Larson requested approval to attend and have expenses reimbursed 
for an Episcopal Clergy Conference. Bishops from the United Methodist 
Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America will also be attending. 
The request was approved. 

 A tentative church calendar for the remainder of the church year was 
discussed and approved. This will assist our council and the ministry teams to 
plan. The committee proposed June 26 for the Annual Meeting. This will need 
to be approved and set by council. 

 The committee finished out its meeting with a review of various issues 
that council and PST will need to discuss going into the Pastor search process. 
Those issues include the budget for the search, potential salary ranges, the 
type of individual we are looking for and how to make this process cooperative 
and collaborative. 

 The next Administrative Committee meeting will be on Monday, March 14 
at 9 AM. 

Lent, Holy Week, and Easter 
 

 Lent begins with an Ash Wednesday imposition of ashes service on 
March 2. Deacon Rev. Bob Larson will be conducting the service that will 
begin at 5 PM. 

 This is a good opportunity to begin the Lenten season before the 
Easter resurrection celebration. 
 

Pam Larson, Worship & Music Ministry 

https://www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway
https://ucsjridgway.org/
mailto:ucsjoffice@gmail.com


Treasurer’s Report 
 

 If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me by phone 
970.596.3755 or email suestern1@gmail.com. Thank you all for your continued 
support of our church and missions. 
 

Month End Report — As of January 31, 2022 

     YTD Actual    Year-to-Date  Income BELOW    Annual 

          Goal      Goal     Budget 

Income      $   102,056     $   124,250     <$  22,194>        $213,000 

Expenses     $    105,032 

Net LOSS   <$        2,976> 
 

Remember: If you plan to make a stock or cash donation from a brokerage account, 
PLEASE notify me or have your broker send a contribution letter to UCSJ. These 
transactions rarely include the name of the account holder making it difficult to 
determine who sent the donation. Thank you! 
 

Sue Stern, Treasurer 

 

Sunday Worship 
 

Sunday worship service is also 
videotaped and posted, 

following the service, 
on Facebook and our 

website, for those 
wishing to worship at home. 

 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

Communion 

Join us at our Lord’s Table 

(1st Sunday) 

Sunday, March 6 
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Lenten Sermon Series 
 

 For the six Sundays of Lent, Rev. Packard will have a series of messages focusing on The Lord’s Prayer. The title of 
the series is The Disciple’s Prayer with hopes of providing an expanded focus rather than the weekly prayer of 
worship. After church there will be soup luncheons with table discussions on the featured passage and message.  
 

March 6 Romans 10:8b-13  The Disciples’ Prayer: It Begins with Our, Not with Me  

March 13 Psalm 27    The Disciples’ Prayer: It’s Now and Forever 

March 20 Isaiah 55:1-9   The Disciples’ Prayer: God’s Way is Our Way 

March 27 Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  The Disciples’ Prayer: Thankful for Daily Bread 

April 3  Philippians 3:4b-14  The Disciples’ Prayer: “As” is a Really Big Word 

April 10  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 The Disciples’ Prayer: Led and Delivered 
 

 Following worship, we hope you’ll stay for our Lenten education luncheons. We’ll have small group discussions 
focused on the morning’s Scripture and the Disciples’ Prayer. Soup and bread will be provided for our lunch. 

Education 
 

UCSJ Coed Book Club – Thursday, March 3 at 10 AM (at UCSJ and via Zoom) 

 In the San Juans by Rev. J. J. Gibbons 

 Dale Laidlaw will be facilitating our discussion. 
 

Lenten Education Luncheons — Sundays Following Worship, March 6 through April 10 

 We’ll meet for soup and small group discussions following worship services on the Sundays during Lent (for more 
details see the above article on this page.) 
  

Gals’ Lunch — Wednesday, March 23 at Noon (Lazy Dog Saloon in Ridgway) 

 Join us for lunch and some laughs at the Lazy Dog (153 US 550). You may sign up in the gathering area or contact 
Carolyn Snowbarger. 
 

 

Education Ministry Team: Allyson Cotham, Art Dodd, Kathy Graff, Mick Graff, Dale Laidlaw, 

Carolyn Snowbarger, Donna Whiskeman, and Lisa Young 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
 

Centering Prayer — Mondays at 8:30 AM via Zoom 

Women’s Bible Studies — Thursdays at 10:30 AM via Zoom 

Men’s Bible Studies — Saturdays at 8:30 AM via Zoom 

https://www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway
https://ucsjridgway.org/
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Tasty Morsels from “PLUM” Corner 
 

Hello, this is Kim Lundgren with my first PLUM corner update. I will always attempt to find and share 
relevant, current information with you. It will be great to work with a team of UCSJ members in 

writing this column each month. Thank you to Tom Chase and Pastor Charlie as this group moves 
forward in sharing PLUM info. 

PRESBYTERIANS — Because of the ongoing pandemic, the 2022 Presbyterian Youth Triennium (PYT), which had been 

scheduled for July 24-27 in Indianapolis, Indiana, has been canceled. According to PYT director Gina Yeager-Buckley, this 
decision came out of a deep desire to prioritize the safety and health of all Triennium participants, including those 
working the event. Planning is already underway for PYT 2025 in Indianapolis. 
 

LUTHERANS — ELCA, Rocky Mountain Synod Funds are still being accepted to support recovery efforts in areas 

impacted by the Marshall wildfire in the Louisville/Boulder County area. More news and updates from Bishop Jim Gonia 
and how you can help can be found at this link. The Synod Conference will be May 9-11 in Loveland. More info at this 
link https://rmselca.org/assembly. 
 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST — Rocky Mountain Conference, all three of the subcommittees for the new Provisional 

Committee on Ministry were voted into being at a specially held Conference Meeting on December 4th. This is a 
transition from Association Committee’s on Ministry to a Conference Wide Committee on Ministry. There has been a 
meeting together and members are beginning to build relationships with one another, gain understanding of their roles 
and responsibilities, and lay foundations that will equip them to be a faithful and effective Committee on Ministry. More 
info at this link https://rmcucc.org/just-the-facts/.  
 

METHODISTS — Mountain Sky Conference, First United Methodist Church, Prairie Campus in Colorado Springs has 

sponsored two Afghan families. One family arrived in November 2021, the other just recently. FUMC assists with 
practicing English, taking them on errands, helping the kids get settled in school, completely furnishing their apartments 
(furniture, kitchen supplies, linens, etc.) and raising monetary donations to help them begin their new lives. But most 
important is the emotional support and connection provided. More info at this link. 
 

Kim Lundgren 

Take a Look! 
 

 The Ministry Committee has been wrestling with what to put on the two 
bulletin boards in the gathering area. They have decided that one could be 
devoted to the concept of the DNA of our congregation. The board is meant 
to be something everyone participates in if they choose. On the board are 
attributes of UCSJ proposed by council. Others have come from those 
attending Sunday worship. If you are there on a Sunday, add your thoughts 
to the board! If you are enjoying warm weather somewhere else, give Anita, 
in the office, a call at 970.626.5803 or 
email her at ucsjoffice@gmail.com. She 
will gladly add your input to the board. 
It is hoped that this will help guide the 
Pastor Search Team as well. 

 The second board is entitled “A 
Step Back in Time.” Many of you are not aware of the history of the church going 
back to its beginning. Thanks to Joan Moyer, we have scrapbooks that do a 
wonderful job of telling our story. Currently the board covers 2003-2004 and will 
change out every month or so to the years covered in each book. Each scrapbook 
itself will be on the table in the gathering area for you to enjoy. Again, for those not 
here they are kept in the library. 

 Enjoy!! 

Donna Whiskeman, Vice Chair of Ministries 

https://www.rmselca.org/boulder-county-fire-response
https://rmselca.org/assembly
https://rmcucc.org/just-the-facts/
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/newsdetail/fumc-prairie-campus-in-colorado-springs-sponsors-afghanfamilies-15870653February


March Birthdays 
 

1 – Lysa Riggs 

2 – Kathy Calkins 

2 – Mary Anderson 

3 – Norma Tempel 

4 – Larry Krafft 

4 – Pam Larson 

6 – Janet Petersen 

8 – Barbara Kelly 

13 – Niki Dow 

14 – Alice Hill 

20 – Robert Hart 

21 – Max Sheppard 

21 – Charlie Carson 

27 – Kim Lundgren 

27 – Burt Stern 

28 – Dick Engdahl 

29 – Bill Halasz 

30 – Gini Barker 
 

March 
Anniversaries 

 

1 – Bill & Sue Hirshman 

23 – Ken & Anne Linenberger 

25 – Vince & Carolyn Snowbarger 
 

Please let the church office 
(ucsjoffice@gmail.com or 

970.626.5803) know if we’re 
missing your birthday and/or 

anniversary. Thank you. 
 

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

April Newsletter 
 

DEADLINE is NOON 

Friday, March 18 

Please submit items to: 

Barbara Eliason at 

baeliason2006@msn.com 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

Men’s Breakfast 
Group 

 

(3rd Saturday) 

Saturday, March 19 

8:30 AM 
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Ouray County Food Pantry 
 

 Thank you to everyone who donated to February’s 
collection for the Ouray County Food Pantry. In March, our 
giving focus is on toilet paper and feminine hygiene products. 
All donations are, of course, welcome, but we are trying to ‘fill 
in the gaps’ by focusing on items that food pantry clients need 
that are not as readily available. Bring your donations to church 
by Sunday, March 6. You are welcome to bring them by during the week, during 
regular church office hours. 

 

Cindi Myers, Mission & Outreach Ministry Member 
 

P.S. The Food Pantry is now open on the first Saturday of every month 

(9:30 AM—12:30 PM), in addition to every Thursday (12:30—3:30 PM). 

Caring for One Another . . .  
 

Do you have a prayer request or pastoral care concern 
that you would like your UCSJ faith community to hear 

or a confidential prayer request for our prayer team 
(but not for public communication)? Please call the 

church office at 970.626.5803 or email 
ucsjoffice@gmail.com. 

 

Concerns shown here are printed only with the permission of the person involved. 

Caring Ministry 
 

 Congratulations to Joan Gibson and Ray Bevier who were 
married January 23, 2022 in Ouray. After being together for 
twelve years, they exchanged wedding bands during the Jewish 
ceremony performed by a close friend. The excitement for the 
bride planning a wedding is universal, and now they look 
forward to many more years together.  

 Pastor Pam Stofferahn said she and Ken’s hearts 
are overflowing following the marriage of their son 
Hunter to Robin Kim in Portland, Oregon on the 21st of 
January. Congratulations and wishing the whole family 
blessings and joy! 
 

Linda Ingo, Care Ministry 

Congregational Meeting 
 

 A Congregational Meeting was held on January 30 
for the purpose of selecting a Pastor Search Team. 
Congratulations to Allyson Cotham, Mick Graff, Carol 
Kling, Pam Larson, Dee Moore, Fred Quist, and Jack 
Sibold. The team was commissioned at the service on 
February 13. Please keep them in your prayers as they 
begin this important task for UCSJ. 

mailto:ucsjoffice@gmail.com
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PO Box 295 — Ridgway, CO 81432 

And like us! 
www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway  

 We are affiliated with: 

   ~ Presbyterian Church (USA) 

  ~ Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

   ~ United Church of Christ 

  ~ United Methodist Church 

 

www.ucsjridgway.org 
 

For up-to-date information, 
including council highlights, 

newsletters (in color), 
calendar, etc. 

Connect with UCSJ! 

Please remember that pictures of members and their children may be posted around the church and on the internet 

(website and Facebook). If you do not want your picture used, please contact the church office. Thank you! 

 

  

Click Here to Donate Today 

Thank you for your generous support during these times. Your gifts 
enable our ministry to continue even while we’re taking extra 

precautions. To contribute online just click the donate button below or 
you can send your offerings to the church office at P.O. Box 295, 

Ridgway, CO 81432. 

https://www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway
http://www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway
http://www.ucsjridgway.org
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/722193

