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295 N. Lena Street, Ridgway, Colorado

Phone: 970.626.5803

Worship
Sundays at 10 AM

A Message from the Pastor

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 295
Ridgway, CO 81432

“Every Good Boy Does Fine”
“FACE”
“Roy G. Biv”

Email: ucsjoffice@gmail.com
Website: www.ucsjridgway.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
UCSJ Staff
Rev. Charles Packard — Pastor
Rev. Dick Engdahl — Pastor Emeritus
Deacon Bob Larson — Minister of Missional
Outreach
Deacon Kathy Graff — Minister of Spiritual
Formation
Anita Posey — Administrative Assistant
Katy Kristoffersen — Director of Music
Sue Stern — Treasurer
Laura Hagert — Custodian
Lar

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
UCSJ Council
Pastor Charlie Packard
Dennis Eliason
Alice Goertz
Linda Ingo
Pam Larson
Bob McDaniel
Dee Moore
Joan Moyer
Carolyn Snowbarger
Vince Snowbarger (Chair)
Donna Whiskeman

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Newsletter Editor — Barb Eliason
Newslink Editor — Administrative Assistant
(ucsjoffice@gmail.com)
External Publicity — Kate Kellogg

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
UCSJ Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
8:30 AM — 1:30 PM
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Do You Remember?

Did you use the above quotes to help you remember the lines and spaces of
the treble clef staff or the colors of the rainbow (red, orange, yellow, green,
blue, indigo, violet)? I certainly did. These are known as mnemonic devices, a
technique that can help increase our ability to recall and retain information.
Sometimes we remember the mnemonic, but not the essence of what the
device stands for. The same can also be said reciting one of many creeds and
statements of faith that for centuries have been part of Christian traditions.
When as an eighth grader in our Presbyterian Confirmation class, I’m
certain I used a lot of such aids to remember various dogma. Such rigid credal
observance has been targeted over the past forty or so years as being
detrimental in church growth. Perhaps so. Getting a Gold Star for correctly
reciting the Apostles Creed or Nicene Creed isn’t exactly what Christ asks of us.
All Jesus ever commanded was to love God and our neighbor. Pretty simple. We
can embrace this call without ever knowing “chapter and verse.”
My Confirmation teacher was an incredible disciple of Christ. Perhaps
ordered by the elders of the church, Mr. Emmert would obligingly ask us to read
(but not memorize) all 50 questions of a specially prepared catechism. The first
question was “What is the most important thing in life?” The answer: To know
God and obey His will. Mr. Emmert would for months only ask this question to
us and say, “Gentleman, if you can memorize and live this statement, you don’t
have to know the other 49 question and answers.” He was right!
You can be everything Jesus wants of you without memorizing Bible verses
or any of the many creeds adopted by Christians. That, I strongly believe! But
with that said, I miss certain elements of worship that I’ve been accustomed to.
In my one-on-one discussions this past year, many of you also expressed
missing an occasional reciting which affirms our faith, especially when the
Sacraments are celebrated and special days like Easter.
Incorporating any particular liturgical tradition embraced by our four
affiliate denominations is a challenge. During Lent, when planning the Easter
worship, I wrestled with this dilemma. What evolved was a UCSJ Affirmation of
Faith to use in a liturgical setting which was introduced on Easter. It’s printed on
page three of the newsletter. The Pastor Search Team is incorporating it in their
document.
The Statement attempts to embrace the core beliefs of our congregation,
especially “embracing diversity and honoring unity.” It’s far from perfect.
Perhaps you have a viewpoint. I welcome dialogue from everyone.
Blessings,

Pastor Charlie
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Calendar for May
(For more information, see page #s)
Sunday, May 1 — 10 AM
Communion
Monthly Ouray County Food Drive (pg. 5)
Tuesday, May 3 — 10 AM
UCSJ Coed Book Club (pg. 5)
Sunday, May 8

Monday, May 9 — 9 AM
Administrative Committee Meeting
Monday, May 16 — 9 AM
Full Council Meeting
Saturday, May 21 — 8:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast Group
Monday, May 30 — Memorial Day!

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Weekly Activities

SUNDAYS
10 AM — Worship Service (Communion is
served the first Sunday of each month)

(Sunday worship at 10 AM is also
videotaped and posted on Facebook, and
our website, for you to worship at home)
MONDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom)
Centering Prayer
WEDNESDAYS — 7 PM (via Zoom)
Community Learning (pg. 5)
THURSDAYS — 10:30 AM (via Zoom)
Woman’s Bible Study
SATURDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom)
Men’s Bible Study
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Prayer Requests/Announcements
for the Sunday bulletin
(deadline is Wednesday at noon).
Address, Phone, Email Changes
Please email
ucsjoffice@gmail.com or leave a
detailed message on the church
phone 970.626.5803.

April Full Council Highlights
Full Council met on April 11, 2022. The members present were Dennis Eliason,
Alice Goertz, Linda Ingo, Pam Larson, Robert McDaniel, Dee Moore, Joan Moyer,
Carolyn Snowbarger, Vince Snowbarger, and Donna Whiskeman. Pastor Charlie
Packard joined by ZOOM.
The March, 2022 monthly financials were reviewed and approved. We
continue to fall short of our budgeted contributions. At Dee’s request, the full
amount of the budget for missions was approved for spending on mission
objectives. We will continue to monitor the spending in our other ministries.
Pastor Charlie reported on his recovery from his stroke a couple of weeks ago.
He also addressed how his current absence will affect his plans for the remainder
of this year. Donna updated council on the Ministry Committee meeting.
Vince presented the proposed charter for the Council Chairperson which was
approved. This means that all of our council positions have charters under the new
bylaws adopted last summer. Donna presented the newly amended Memorial
Fund Policies and Procedures. Council approved this new policy document.
Dennis has been working to renew the activity of the Endowment Fund
Committee. The following persons have agreed to serve on the committee: Steve
Wolff, Chairperson, for a three-year term; Jenny Cheek, Secretary, for a two-year
term; Clayton Beaudry for a one-year term; and Dennis Eliason with a term
coinciding with his term as Vice Chair for Finance. Council also delegated future
oversight to the Administrative Committee.
Pam reported on the work of the Nominating Committee. The following will be
nominated for the council positions that will be open: Vice Chairperson of
Ministry, Donna Whiskeman; Vice Chairperson of Operations, Joan Moyer;
Representative for Care Ministry, Kathy Graff; Representative for Education
Ministry, Dale Laidlaw; and Representative for Worship & Music Ministry, Pam
Larson. Nominees for congregational representatives are Ken Sloan, Cindi Myers,
and Carolyn Snowbarger. Nominees for council representative are Alice Goertz and
Donna Whiskeman.
Pam and Dee updated council on the progress of the Pastor Search team. They
are finalizing the search document. Hopefully in early May, council and the PST will
meet to discuss the document and other issues related to the search for a new
pastor.
A proposed new one-year contract for Pastor Charlie was reviewed and
approved. His current contract expires on April 17.
The next Administrative Committee will be Monday, May 9 at 9 AM. The next
Full Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 16 at 9 AM for the purpose of
reviewing and adopting a proposed budget for the next church year. The Annual
Meeting has been set for Sunday, June 26 following the morning service.
The Worship & Music Committee is grateful
for your patience and understanding about
changes in pulpit supply and cancelled services
during April. Thanks to everyone for supporting
and helping during Pastor Charlie’s absence. We
are grateful that Pastor Charlie is improving and
plans to be with us for communion on Sunday,
May 1. We were blessed to have Ron and Dee
James provide music for the Easter Sunrise Service and to have Rev. Howard
Davidson who filled the pulpit on April 24. We pray you had a blessed Easter.

The United Church of the San Juans
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Treasurer’s Report

Sunday Worship

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me by phone
970.596.3755 or email suestern1@gmail.com. Thank you all for your continued
support of our church and missions.
Month End Report — As of March 31, 2022
YTD Actual
Year-to-Date
Goal
Income
$ 126,078
$ 159,750
Expenses
$ 133,749
Net LOSS
<$
7,671>

Income BELOW
Goal
<$ 33,672>

Annual
Budget
$213,000

Remember: If you plan to make a stock or cash donation from a brokerage account,
PLEASE notify me or have your broker send a contribution letter to UCSJ. These
transactions rarely include the name of the account holder making it difficult to
determine who sent the donation. Thank you!

Sunday worship service is also
videotaped and posted,
following the service,
on Facebook and our
website, for those
wishing to worship at home.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Communion
Join us at our Lord’s Table
(1st Sunday)
Sunday, May 1

Sue Stern, Treasurer
Affirmation of Faith
For centuries, Christians have affirmed their faith in reciting the Apostle’s Creed, Nicene Creed, and creeds from our
four denominational affiliates. The UCSJ Worship Committee and Church Council invites everyone to affirm our faith in
an affirmation developed from various Christian liturgical creeds.
UCSJ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — APRIL 2022
WE BELIEVE in the mystery of the One, Triune God, the Holy Trinity:
God, Creator of heaven and earth.
Jesus Christ, Redeemer of all and only begotten Son of God.
The Holy Spirit, Sustainer and Giver of Life, who reigns with the Creator and Redeemer.
WE BELIEVE God makes everyone equally in God’s image, of every race and people, to live as one community making
us heirs with Christ of eternal union with God.
WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God, was sent by God to walk with us, to teach us, and to proclaim God’s
will. Unjustly condemned for these and proclaiming the reign of God, Jesus was crucified. We believe God raised
Jesus from the dead, delivering us from death to life eternal.
WE BELIEVE the Holy Spirit engages our faith and life in Christ through Holy Scripture and the Word proclaimed. The
Spirit draws us to embrace diversity and honor unity binding us together with all believers in the one body of Christ,
the Church.
IN GRATITUDE to the Triune God, and with believers in every time and place, we strive to serve Christ in our daily
lives rejoicing that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

Membership Development
With a focus on membership development, we are sending out mailings that include the
newly formulated UCSJ brochure and a letter of welcome to new property owners in Ouray
County. Going back about a year in the county records, we have sent out 60 mailings. Going
forward we expect to send out approximately five new ones per month. Our expectation is that
these mailings will be informative and inviting to new Ouray County community members.

Alice Goertz, Membership Development Ministry
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Tasty Morsels from “PLUM” Corner
This time of year, our focus in the church is on Easter Life, Death, and Resurrection. Our
denominations are having their stories to tell. I have tried to capture the sense of what these stories
consist of.

PRESBYTERIANS

— In the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), this accompaniment on the road to
resurrection is the charge of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), a program of the Presbyterian
Mission Agency. Our twofold mandate is to equip the church to respond to those adversely affected
by disaster (natural and human-caused) and to support humanitarian aid to refugees and asylum seekers. We work in
the U.S. and globally, in collaboration with our sibling offices of advocacy, development and racial equity. We are in
partnership with mid councils, congregations, ecumenical/interfaith partners and the larger community to support those
who are most vulnerable in the wake of catastrophe and displacement. PDA is a restricted budget program, one of three
in the PC(USA) supported by The One Great Hour of Sharing special offering received at Easter, and funds large-scale
disaster response through Special Appeals and designated giving. We are centered in the Matthew 25 vision
commended by our General Assembly, seeking to address the alleviation of poverty, the eradication of racism and to
support congregational vitality through responding to disaster and supporting refugees.

LUTHERANS — Lutherans published this statement: All our religious traditions call us to pray and work for peace. We
join our voices and hands together. We must open our eyes to those who are suffering, and we cannot remain
indifferent to the injustice this conflict has brought on the people of Ukraine and may bring on people of neighboring
countries.
We call on all those involved—whether governments, movements or individuals—to repent of aggression and
violence, and turn instead to the way of peace through dialogue. We also call upon the faithful people of our
congregations and communities to pray for wisdom, peace and justice to prevail in Ukraine.
Join us as we pray:
Oh Divine, most mighty, most merciful, our sacred stories tell us that you help and save your people. You are the
fortress: may there be no more war. You are the harvest: may there be no more hunger. You are the light: may
no one die alone or in despair. Oh Divine, most majestic, most motherly, grant us your life. Amen.
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST — The UCC, through Global H.O.P.E. and Global Ministries, will be collaborating with Act
Alliance and the Reformed Church of Hungary (RCH) to bring aid to Ukraine. RCH is responding to the situation in the war
-torn country through its agency, Hungarian Reformed Church Aid (HRCA). That group has been offering humanitarian
assistance since Russian troops first attacked Ukraine on February 24. It’s working with elderly and other vulnerable
communities inside the country who have not been able to leave, including immigrants and migrant populations who are
experiencing difficulties crossing into other European countries. HRCA is also working with refugees who are leaving the
country.

METHODISTS — Methodist: Life and Death and resurrection are very real to our brothers and sisters in the United
Methodist Church at this time. The denomination is going through a split as I write this. It will be the death of the old and
a resurrection of two new denominations. We ask for prayers for our brothers and sisters as they seek God’s guidance
for each resurrection denomination.

Tom Chase
The PST has been working on the Pastor Search Document and has plans to meet with
council in early May. We hope to have this document finalized by mid-May and begin
advertising for a new Pastor at that time. We will then begin working on the slate of written
questions we would like prospective candidates to answer as well as interview questions.
Thanks again for your continued prayers, we can feel God’s direction and guidance.

Pam Larson, Pastor Search Team Chair

The United Church of the San Juans
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Education

May Birthdays
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Centering Prayer — Mondays at 8:30 AM via Zoom
Women’s Bible Studies — Thursdays at 10:30 AM via Zoom
Men’s Bible Studies — Saturdays at 8:30 AM via Zoom

Gals’ Lunch — Wednesday, April 27 at Noon at Stonehouse in Montrose
Time to gather, catch up, and laugh! You may sign up in the gathering area or
contact Carolyn Snowbarger.
Community Learning — Spring Session begins Wednesday, April 27 at 7 PM on Zoom
We have a zoom study with the book How to Heal our Divides: A Practical Guide by
Brian McLaren, Diana Butler Bass, Frank A Thomas, Michael W. Waters, Shane
Claiborne, and Parker J. Palmer. Please contact Mick Graff if you’d like to be part of
this study and if you’d like a book ($16).
Recent times have put a spotlight on the deep divisions in our society. Much
has been written that acknowledges and describes racial, political, religious,
and other divides. This book highlights organizations that are taking real action
to address these issues and heal divides in effective and practical ways.
UCSJ Coed Book Club — Tuesday, May 3 at 10 AM at UCSJ
Our UCSJ coed book club will be doing another local history selection. We’ll be
discussing Salone Italiano: The True Story of an Italian Immigrant Family’s Struggles
in Southwestern Colorado by Kay Niemann. This book shares the tale of the lives and
loves of the Sartore family in Silverton and Durango. Books are available in the
gathering area ($15).

Education Ministry Team: Allyson Cotham, Art Dodd, Kathy Graff, Mick
Graff, Dale Laidlaw, Pastor Charlie Packard, Carolyn Snowbarger,
Donna Whiskeman, and Lisa Young

1 – Sue Hirshman
2 – Roger Brower
3 – Allynn Dealy
3 – Roger Duckett
13 – Claudia Wolff
17 – Stephanie Gregory
19 – Tim Greydanus
28 – Anna Strong
29 – Donna Whiskeman

May Anniversaries
8 – Gary & Kathy Calkins
20 – Roger & Charlotte Duckett
24 – Randy & Jen Parker
29 – Tim & Kentee Pasek
Please let the church office
(ucsjoffice@gmail.com or
970.626.5803) know if we’re
missing your birthday and/or
anniversary. Thank you.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Volunteers Needed!
Communion servers;
scripture readers; ushers;
greeters; coffee preparation
and cleanup; simple treats;
flowers. Sign-up sheets are
in the gathering area.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

June Newsletter
Ouray County Food Pantry
Thank you to everyone for continuing to help UCSJ support
the Ouray County Food Pantry. All donations are always
welcome, but each month this year we are choosing to focus
on items that the pantry has a special need for. This month’s
focus is baking items—flour, sugar, chocolate chips, baking
powder, spices and seasonings, cake and brownie mixes—
whatever you would like to contribute that you think someone
might use in baking. Please bring your donations to the church the first Sunday of
the month, May 1, or to the church during the week during regular office hours.

Cindi Myers, Mission & Outreach Ministry Member

DEADLINE is NOON
Friday, May 20
Please submit items to:
Barbara Eliason at
baeliason2006@msn.com
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Men’s Breakfast
Group
(3rd Saturday)
Saturday, May 21
8:30 AM

City Market Community Rewards
Thank you to those who have already linked their City Market card to UCSJ. Last quarter
(January 1 through March 31) UCSJ received $112.46 which has been added to the Pastor’s Discretionary fund.
It’s easy to help UCSJ receive donations from City Market by linking your card to our church. You just need a digital
account, so if you already have one just click here and scroll down to the “Link your shopper’s card” to get started and
search for United Church of the San Juans, select, and save. If you don’t have a digital account, you will need to create
one. Any transactions moving forward will be applied to the program, at no added cost to you.

Summertime at UCSJ
Save these dates!
Welcome Back Sunday — June 5
Sunday Sundae Concerts — June 12, July 10, and
August 21
Creede, Colorado — August 24-26
Details and additional activities in upcoming
newsletters.

Please remember that pictures of members and their children may be posted around the church and on the internet
(website and Facebook). If you do not want your picture used, please contact the church office. Thank you!

www.ucsjridgway.org
For up-to-date information,
including council highlights,
newsletters (in color),
calendar, etc.

We are affiliated with:
~ Presbyterian Church (USA)
~ Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
~ United Church of Christ
~ United Methodist Church

PO Box 295 — Ridgway, CO 81432

Connect with UCSJ!

And like us!
www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway

