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UCSJ Staff
Rev. Charles Packard — Pastor
Rev. Dick Engdahl — Pastor Emeritus
Deacon Bob Larson — Minister of Missional
Outreach
Deacon Kathy Graff — Minister of Spiritual
Formation
Anita Posey — Administrative Assistant
Katy Kristoffersen — Director of Music
Sue Stern — Treasurer
Laura Hagert — Custodian
Lar

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
UCSJ Council
Pastor Charlie Packard
Dennis Eliason
Alice Goertz
Kathy Graff
Dale Laidlaw
Pam Larson
Bob McDaniel
Dee Moore
Joan Moyer
Vince Snowbarger (Chair)
Donna Whiskeman

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Newsletter Editor — Barb Eliason
Newslink Editor — Administrative Assistant
(ucsjoffice@gmail.com)
External Publicity — Kate Kellogg

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
UCSJ Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
8:30 AM — 1:30 PM
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A Message from the Pastor
The Days are Surely Coming
Having just completed a sermon series focusing on the Apostle Paul’s
insistence that we “be in Christ,” it was time to again see where the Lectionary
was heading for the next month or so. From a preaching standpoint, I’ve rarely
preached the Lectionary texts of August as typically in my professional career I
took my annual vacation in the 8th Month. In many discussions with collegial
pastors who also affectionately refer to the developing a sermon for the
“relentless return of the Sabbath,” it seems preachers either love or disdain
preaching texts based upon the Lectionary cycle. For me, despite the texts being
repeated every three years, the Bible speaks so differently today than three
years ago, six years ago, and most certainly nine and twelve years ago. What God
wants UCSJ to hear today is significantly different than what God wanted to tell
my Texas congregation twelve years ago.
Throughout time, God has always used prophets to speak to God’s children.
Moses, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and of course, our Lord Jesus all spoke to
different people at different times. The messages are all ways of God speaking to
us.
In reviewing the upcoming texts for August, both Isaiah and Jeremiah grace
the Lectionary. Both are considered “major” prophets, especially by the length of
their messages recorded in the Hebrew scriptures. Typically, the Lectionary
includes familiar texts from Isaiah and Jeremiah during Advent, promising God’s
promise of the Messiah’s arrival. As such, I am reminded of the promise the Lord
instructs Jeremiah to tell the Israelites as recorded in Jeremiah 23:5 that the
“days are surely coming.” And it seems to me that as I review the upcoming
Lectionary texts that God is saying the same to us at UCSJ this August that the
“days are surely coming” as we await in hope the arrival of our next pastor.
I’m looking forward to sharing with you God’s Word this August as we look
at texts from the prophets of long ago.
Blessings,

Pastor Charlie

Pastor Search Team Update
The PST is trying to be patient!! We have
sent requests to several candidates for
further information—this takes time and
patience. We are looking forward to
responses and have new candidates to
review, so the process is working. Keep up
the prayers and blessings to all.

Your Pastor Search Team.
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Calendar for August
(For more information, see page #s)
Sunday, August 7
10 AM — Communion
After Worship — Summer Sunday School (pg. 4)
Monday, August 8 — 9 AM
Administrative Council Meeting
Tuesday, August 9 — 5 PM
Ladies’ Summer Happy Hour (pg. 4)
Wednesday, August 10 — 10 AM
Reflections on the Pandemic (pg. 4)
Saturday, August 13 — 10 AM
Great Western Rocky Mountain Brass Band
Festival (pg. 4)
Saturday, August 20 — 8:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast (pg. 4 & 5)
Sunday, August 21 — 4 PM
Sunday Sundae Concert (pg. 2 & 4)
Tuesday, August 23 — 10 AM
UCSJ Coed Book Club (pg. 4)
Wednesday to Friday, August 24-26
Trip to Creede (pg. 4)
Saturday, August 27 — 4 PM
Melodee Kelly Celebration of Life (pg. 3)
Tuesday, August 30 — Noon
Gal’s Lunch (pg. 4)
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Weekly Activities

SUNDAYS
10 AM — Worship Service (Communion is served
the first Sunday of each month)
(Sunday worship at 10 AM is also videotaped and
posted on Facebook, and our website, for you to
worship at home)
MONDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom)
Centering Prayer
SATURDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom)
Men’s Bible Study

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Prayer Requests/Announcements
for the Sunday bulletin
(deadline is Wednesday at noon).
Address, Phone, Email Changes
Please email ucsjoffice@gmail.com or
leave a detailed message on the church
phone 970.626.5803.

July Council Highlights
The first council meeting of the new church year was held on July 11.
Dennis Eliason, Alice Goertz, Pam Larson, Robert McDaniel, Dale Laidlaw,
Joan Moyer, Vince Snowbarger, and Pastor Packard were present. Kathy
Graff was excused and Kay Sibold attended for the Care Ministry.
After discussing and approving the final financial statements for both
June and the 2021-22 church year, discussion turned to the accounts to
be used for deposits of church funds. After discussing various alternatives,
council approved moving the surplus from last church year into the
General Reserves. Council further discussed where and how our reserve
funds are invested.
In June, the Endowment Fund Committee deposited the endowment
funds with the Texas Presbyterian Foundation. Dennis will further
research the types of investment products that the Foundation has to
place funds that need to remain relatively liquid. The purpose is to find
investments of moderate to low risk, that will produce a greater income
than the interest we currently earn on our savings accounts.
In his update, Pastor Charlie discussed his plans for his remaining
tenure at UCSJ. There was discussion on a request to use our facilities.
After much discussion, the matter was referred to the Administrative
Committee for further research and resolution.
Pam reported on her continuing efforts to address the church’s
security situation. She will continue to work with Michael Moore and
Sheriff Justin Perry to assess our security needs. She will also work with
Sheriff Perry and Glen Boyd, Ouray County Emergency Manager, to
address use of our facilities for emergency uses.
Council members shared with each other the focus of their ministries
and any plans for the next year. More detailed planning will come after
our new pastor is on board and we can talk in longer term vision and
planning.
Council authorized Pam to find a new home for the organ which was
moved when the new piano was installed. Pastor brought a request for
membership from Angela Ledgerwood, which was approved.
The next Administrative Council meeting will be on Monday, August 8
at 9 AM. The next full council meeting will be on Monday, October 10 at 9
AM.

Sunday Sundae Concert
August 21, at 4 PM
Featuring Robert Hjelmstad
Robert is a pianist of many interests. He
is equally adept in his roles as soloist,
chamber musician, and piano teacher. In
2019, he earned his Doctor of Musical Arts
degree at the University of Colorado Boulder.
Robert is Katy’s professor and mentor and he
has agreed to perform at the August Sunday Sundae event.
To learn more about Robert visit his website here.

The United Church of the San Juans
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Treasurer’s Report
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me by phone
970.596.3755 or email suestern1@gmail.com. Thank you all for your continued support
of our church and missions.
Month End Report — As of June 30, 2022
FISCAL YEAR END
YTD Actual
Year-to-Date
Income BELOW
Goal
Goal
Income
$ 194,884
$ 213,000
<$ 18,116>
Expenses
$ 184,393
Net INCOME $ 10,491

Annual
Budget
$213,000

Remember: If you plan to make a stock or cash donation from a brokerage account,
PLEASE notify me or have your broker send a contribution letter to UCSJ. These
transactions rarely include the name of the account holder making it difficult to
determine who sent the donation. Thank you!

Celebration of Life
for Melodee Kelly
Saturday, August 27
Celebration of Life Service
will be at 4 PM at the home
of Barbara Woolverton
(Melodee’s sister). RSVP is
requested by August 10. For
more information click here
or invitations are available at
church.

Sue Stern, Treasurer
Welcome Angela Ledgerwood!
Please welcome Angela who will become a member of UCSJ on Sunday, August 7. She
was born in Philadelphia and has been on the move since. She went to college in upstate
New York and Edinburgh, Scotland. She has lived in eight states and two foreign countries.
She works as an environmental scientist, cleaning up contaminated soil and groundwater,
and worked on the Gold King Mine cleanup for several years. She moved to Log Hill Village
two years ago, where she lives with her boyfriend Alan Todd, his sister Anne Todd, and a
rambunctious pack of three dogs. She likes to read science fiction and fantasy, swim at
Montrose Rec Center, and help other people who are in recovery from addiction. She wants
to like gardening at 8,000 feet above sea level, but so far has found it as frustrating as
supporting the Colorado Rockies. She is learning American Sign Language and looks forward
to resuming international travel after the two-year-long hiatus due to the pandemic.

Tasty Morsels from “PLUM” Corner

PRESBYTERIANS — Union Presbyterian Seminary has been awarded a grant to help starting pastors
hone their preaching. The $50,000 grant from Lilly Endowment Inc. is designed to nurture and sustain
preachers. Click here to read more……

LUTHERANS — The ELCA Rocky Mountain Synod Council has chosen to invest time and resources in
four ministry initiatives that form a Next Faithful Step, along with the Racial Justice Tithe. Click here to read more……

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST — Faith in action. Two recent fundraising campaigns in the United Church of Christ have
wiped out more than $13.6 million in medical debt for 13,115 families. Click here to read more……

METHODISTS — More than 100 churches have jointly filed a lawsuit against the Florida Conference, seeking to leave
The United Methodist Church with property without facing a hefty exit payment. Click here to read more……
I hope you’re having a great summer with outdoor activities in the beautiful Rocky Mountains we call home. Praise and
thanks to our Lord for the beautiful creation we get to enjoy. I’ve again been working summer staff at Philmont Scout
Ranch in Cimarron, New Mexico. It is great to support youth for a leadership development program in a backpack
setting……with the amazing mountains to hike, also fun program and activities. Enjoy the rest of your summer.
See you soon.

Kim Lundgren
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Summertime at UCSJ
Summer Sunday School with Pastor Charlie — July 31 and August 7
Following lunch provided by our congregational life and education ministry
teams, Pastor Charlie will be exploring the Book of Revelation.
July 31: Seven Seals
August 7: Final Victory and Heaven
Ladies’ Summer Happy Hour — Tuesday, August 9, from 5-7 PM
At the home of Jenny Cheek, 50 Juniper Rd. N. in Loghill Village
A-M—please bring an appetizer
N-Z—please bring a dessert
Please sign up in the gathering area and indicate if your dish is gluten free.
Reflections on the Pandemic — Wednesday, August 10, at 10 AM
Our own Dr. Matt Cotham has been on the staff in the Emergency Department at Montrose Regional Health
(formerly Montrose Memorial Hospital) throughout the pandemic. He’ll share some of his personal experiences and
thoughts about this challenging time.
Great Western Rocky Mountain Brass Band Festival — Saturday, August 13, at 10 AM
Meet at the church at 10 AM to travel to Silverton. The concert begins at noon at the Silverton Middle-High School
gym and features musicians from all of the country. Please sign up in the gathering area.
Men’s Breakfast — Saturday, August 20, at 8:30 AM
This month’s program features Astronaut Joe Tanner, who served as an engineer mission
specialist for NASA from 1992-2008. Tanner, a former mechanical engineer and Naval
aviator, also worked as a Senior Instructor at the University of Colorado in Boulder, after
retiring from NASA (for more information see page 5). Please sign up in the gathering area.
Sunday Sundae Concert — Sunday, August 21, at 4 PM
Featuring Katy’s professor and mentor, pianist Robert Hjelmstad (for more information see page 2).
UCSJ Coed Book Club — Tuesday, August 23, at 10 AM
Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles
The best-selling author of A Gentleman in Moscow has returned with a stylish and propulsive novel set in the
1950s. Eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the warden of the juvenile work farm
where he has just served fifteen months for involuntary manslaughter. Emmett’s intention is to pick up his eightyear-old brother, Billy, and head to California where they can start their lives anew. But when the warden drives
away Emmett discovered that two friends from the work farm have hidden themselves in the trunk of the
warden’s car.
Books are available in the gathering area for $15. Please sign up if you’d like to join our discussion.
Creede — Wednesday to Friday, August 24-26
We’ll be going “over the mountains” to Creede where we’ll enjoy several meals together and the Creede Repertory
Theatre. We’d love to have you join us but check on available lodging first. Please sign up in the gathering area.
Gal’s Lunch — Tuesday, August 30, at Noon
We’ll be meeting at the home of Carolyn Snowbarger, 783 Meadows Circle, just north of Ridgway. Please sign up to
bring a salad or dessert.
Coming this Fall
Sunday, September 25 — Cowboy Worship
Sunday, November 6 — Piano Concert

UCSJ Ministry Team

The United Church of the San Juans

Caring for One Another . . .
The love and sympathy of the UCSJ family is with
Shelley Becker and family, on the death of her husband,
Bob, on July 14.
Do you have a prayer request or pastoral care concern that you would like your
UCSJ faith community to hear or a confidential prayer request for our prayer team
(but not for public communication)? Please call the church office at 970.626.5803
or email ucsjoffice@gmail.com.
Concerns shown here are printed only with the permission of the person involved.

Men’s Breakfast
Joe Tanner will be our speaker for the Men’s Breakfast on Saturday, August 20 at
8:30 AM. The presentation will describe what it is like to fly in space. Joe will use
pictures and videos to chronicle his experiences on four Space Shuttle missions and
seven spacewalks. Details of the Hubble Space Telescope servicing and assembly of the
International Space Station will be presented. He will also briefly address the physical
effects of spaceflight on the human body. The presentation will conclude with what is
currently happening in space and a best guess summary of future planned missions.
Joe is a retired NASA astronaut and Navy pilot. He earned a mechanical
engineering degree from the University of Illinois before joining the Navy to pursue his
passion for flying. After earning his jet Naval Aviator wings in 1975, he trained in the A7
-E and cruised the Pacific on the aircraft carrier USS Coral Sea. Flying high performance
jets fueled his long-held interest in human spaceflight. He eventually joined the NASA
team at Johnson Space Center as a research pilot and flight instructor. He has logged
more than 9,000 flight hours in a variety of aircraft. Perhaps his favorite was the
Shuttle training Aircraft where he taught shuttle astronaut pilots how to land the Space
Shuttle.
Through very happy flying and supporting missions for eight years, Joe never lost
sight of his goal to be an astronaut himself. After several applications he was selected
as a member of the 1992 astronaut class.
During his sixteen-year career as an astronaut he flew four missions on the space
shuttle with one being to the Hubble Space Telescope and two to the International
Space Station. A veteran of four space flights Joe has logged over 1069 hours in space,
including over 46 EVA hours in seven space walks.
After retiring from NASA, he worked as a Senior Instructor in the University of
Colorado Boulder Aerospace Engineering Sciences Department where he taught a twosemester engineering projects course to students at the Masters and PhD levels. He is
fully retired now and enjoying mountain living with his wife near Ridgway. He does
some consulting work on NASA and other government proposals. Joe is an active
member of the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation.
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August Birthdays
3 – Duane Compton
3 – Susan Wing
4 – Karen Compton
5 – Jon LeGrand
7 – Josie Snapp
8 – Toni Wyrick
9 – Anita Posey
9 – Charlie Scholpp
12 – Elliot Kristoffersen
12 – Bailey Sherwood
14 – Barbara Eliason
15 – Sabrina Butler
18 – Joy Wyrick
23 – Gail Callahan
23 – Lucy Scholpp
26 – Shirley Didier
28 – Marsha McCall
28 – Randy Parker

August Anniversaries
7 – Rob & Kathy Datsko
11 – Terry & Sabrina Butler
13 – Mike & Katy Kristoffersen
13 – Ken & Sandy Sloan
13 – Pam & Ken Stofferahn
17 – Jon & Lee LeGrand
20 – Chuck & Mary Anderson
21 – Mick & Kathy Graff
27 – Don & Sheryl Radovich
31 – Dick & Brenda Engdahl
Please let the church office
(ucsjoffice@gmail.com or
970.626.5803) know if we’re missing
your birthday and/or anniversary.
Thank you.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Communion
Join us at our Lord’s Table
(1st Sunday)
Sunday, August 7

Ouray County Food Pantry
Thank you to everyone for your continued support of the Ouray County Food Pantry. In this time of
rising food prices, the clients of the food pantry depend on this resource more and more. All donations
are always welcome, but if you’re looking for ideas of what to donate, for August we’re focusing on back
to school, so think about donating foods that make it easy on everyone this busy time of year: breakfast
cereals, quick dinners, healthy snacks to pack in school lunches, juice boxes, and shelf-stable milk. Please bring your
donations to the church on the first Sunday in August, or stop by during the week during regular church hours.

Cindi Myers, Mission & Outreach Ministry Member

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES (VIA ZOOM)
Centering Prayer — Mondays at 8:30 AM
Community Learning — Wednesday evenings
(Starting September 14, books will be announced soon)
Women’s Bible Studies — Thursdays at 10:30 AM (Resumes in September)
Men’s Bible Studies — Saturdays at 8:30 AM

Education Ministry Team: Allyson Cotham, Art Dodd, Kathy Graff, Mick Graff, Dale Laidlaw, Pastor
Charlie Packard, Carolyn Snowbarger, Donna Whiskeman, and Lisa Young

Please remember that pictures of members and their children may be posted around the church and on the internet
(website and Facebook). If you do not want your picture used, please contact the church office. Thank you!

www.ucsjridgway.org
For up-to-date information,
including council highlights,
newsletters (in color),
calendar, etc.

We are affiliated with:
~ Presbyterian Church (USA)
~ Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
~ United Church of Christ
~ United Methodist Church

PO Box 295 — Ridgway, CO 81432

Connect with UCSJ!

And like us!
www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway

