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Sundays at 10 AM
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Ridgway, CO 81432
Email: ucsjoffice@gmail.com
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
UCSJ Staff
Rev. Charles Packard — Pastor
Rev. Dick Engdahl — Pastor Emeritus
Deacon Bob Larson — Minister of
Missional Outreach
Deacon Kathy Graff — Minister of
Spiritual Formation
Anita Posey — Administrative Assistant
Katy Kristoffersen — Director of Music
Sue Stern — Treasurer
Laura Hagert — Custodian
Lar

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
UCSJ Council
Pastor Charlie Packard
Dennis Eliason
Alice Goertz
Kathy Graff
Dale Laidlaw
Pam Larson
Bob McDaniel
Dee Moore
Joan Moyer
Vince Snowbarger (Chair)
Donna Whiskeman

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Newsletter Editor — Barb Eliason
Newslink Editor — Administrative
Assistant (ucsjoffice@gmail.com)
External Publicity — Kate Kellogg

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
UCSJ Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
8:30 AM — 1:30 PM
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A Message from the Pastor
The Rule of Christ
As we turn the page on Summer 2022, we head into the beautiful warm days and
crisp nights that we are blessed with each September. A drive into the high country is
always special as aspen showcase their golden brilliance. In Colorado and other
states, September ramps up campaigning for this year’s November elections. And of
course, each September brings us back to remember just where each of us was
twenty-one years ago on 9-11. This year 9-11 falls on a Sunday as it did on the 15th
anniversary in 2016 and in 2011 when the 10th anniversary was observed. As I write
this monthly message, my thoughts drift as to how our September 11 worship
service will commemorate the event.
I don’t recall much of the 2016 service, but still have vivid memories of 2011.
Along with other churches and synagogues in Waco, we observed 9-11 at the Islamic
worship center. For many, worshiping and remembering 9-11 with Muslims was
troubling. But for organizers of the event…the Islamic center leader, my dear Jewish
rabbi friend, and me…we viewed it as an opportunity of healing and harmony.
Prior to the service, a reporter from the daily newspaper contacted me about
the event and quoted me as saying, “We will pray for world peace, reconciliation,
and pray for our enemies.” Intentionally or not, the reporter, with whom I previously
had many conversations omitted the rest of my sentence about enemies: “…a call of
Jesus to Christians that is so difficult for all of us to achieve.”
Despite the omission by the reporter, the command of Christ to forgive those
who sin against us should never be omitted in our lives. Hopefully we don’t just utter
the Lord’s Prayer each Sunday giving forgiveness rudimentary lip service. When
asked how often we should forgive, Jesus instructs Peter that we do so not just seven
times, but seventy-seven times. His command to do so is recorded in Matthew 18
immediately after Jesus speaks to his disciples about resolving conflict, forgiveness,
and reconciliation within the church.
Whether it is terrorists taking the lives of over 2,900 people or a current or
former church member who we have conflict with, the command from Jesus is the
same: forgive.
From the earliest recounts of his ministry, Jesus tells us to turn the other cheek
on our enemies and to love them. This command of Jesus or commonly known as
The Rule of Christ can never be limited just within UCSJ’s walls. Most definitely we
must handle familial conflicts in truth and love, but as followers of Christ, we’ll be
known outside our walls by our love. Our love to neighbors.
Hating is easy. Loving is difficult.
Hanging on with hate is common. Letting go, giving it to God, and forgiving is not.
As you gaze upon the majesty of God’s incredible creation this September, take a
moment to reflect and pray upon The Rule of Christ, and bring a smile to our Lord.
Blessings,

Pastor Charlie
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Calendar for September
(For more information, see page #s)
Sunday, September 4 — 10 AM
Communion
Monday, September 5

Monday, September 12 — 9 AM
Administrative Committee Meeting
Saturday, September 17 — 8:30 AM
COED Men’s Breakfast (pg. 2 & 5)
Sunday, September 18 — After Worship
Safe Sanctuary Training (pg. 5)
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Weekly Activities
SUNDAYS — 10 AM
Worship Service (Communion is served
the first Sunday of each month)
MONDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom)
Centering Prayer

WEDNESDAYS — 6 PM Soup Supper, 7 PM
Book Studies (in-person or via Zoom)
Community Learning (pg. 5)
THURSDAYS — 10:30 AM (via Zoom)
Women’s Bible Study
SATURDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom)
Men’s Bible Study

COED Men’s Breakfast
E. Laird Landon Jr. will give a presentation on ‘Caregiving’
on Saturday, September 17, at 8:30 AM, to the COED Men’s
Breakfast. His presentation will be about four kinds of people:
Those who have been care givers, those who are caregivers, those who will be
caregivers, and those who will need caregivers. He will also introduce you to the
local Area Agencies and support groups that will help individuals and caregivers.
Laird earned a BS with distinction from San Diego State College and PhD with
distinction from UCLA. None prepared him for his wife's dementia or for
caregiving.
Laird was a professor of marketing and management at the University of
California, Riverside, the University of Colorado, Boulder and the University of
Houston. He consulted with banks to help them compete. Laird was a popular
speaker to trade groups and helped with strategic planning, commercial bank
marketing, and management. He taught in every national banking school, and for a
short while was the academic director of the American Bankers Association’s
Stonier School of Banking. After retiring he started and managed a registered
financial advisory firm.
That was before his wife, Marilyn, was diagnosed with pseudobulbar palsy.
Caring for his wife has been the most challenging, emotionally difficult and
exhausting chapter of his life. It has also led to profound positive change, selfdiscovery, and a mission to help others manage and grow from caregiving. While a
caregiver, he realized how deeply caregivers grieve. He was certified as a grief
coach by the Creative Grief Studio and has been a volunteer grief counselor for a
local mental health agency.
Laird co-authored with Glen A. Hinshaw the book Caregiving, Journey to the
New Horizon.

What Does Involvement at UCSJ Look Like?
What are your passions? What do you like to do that brings you joy and fulfillment? Each of
us has God-given talents and abilities that help comprise Christ’s Church. Developing
relationships with one another through fellowship and service weaves us together into a faith
community strong enough to reach out to folks who need encouragement and a place to belong.
If you want to learn more, check out the list of ministry opportunities on the table in the
gathering area. Ask questions. Add your suggestions. Together we can demonstrate God’s love—
radiating out to our community and beyond.

Alice Goertz, Membership Development
Congregational Life Ministry
The Congregational Life Committee and Education Committee furnished meals for the series of
four lessons Pastor Charlie taught on Revelation. We had about 25 people at each. The Congregational
Life Committee served ice cream and fresh fruit toppings after the Piano Concert on August 21.
We are looking forward to the Cowboy Sunday coming up in September and hope you will watch
for it as September comes into being. In July, Lisa and Dave Young sponsored a Fellowship Dinner for
11 of us at their beautiful home overlooking the beautiful San Juans. Clayton and Jere Beaudry sponsored one in August,
at their home in Montrose. We could use a couple more locations if you would like to sponsor a dinner.
Our committee is responsible for treats after church. Please don’t forget to sign up for a Sunday if you can. Maybe
share it with someone so it is easier on each of you.

Bob McDaniel, Congregation Life Ministry

The United Church of the San Juans
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Treasurer’s Report

Sunday Worship

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me by phone
970.596.3755 or email suestern1@gmail.com. Thank you all for your continued support
of our church and missions.
Month End Report — As of July 31, 2022
YTD Actual
Year-to-Date
Goal
Income
$ 14,026
$ 16,667
Expenses
$ 13,555
Net INCOME $
471

Income BELOW
Goal
<$ 2,561>

Annual
Budget
$200,000

Remember: If you plan to make a stock or cash donation from a brokerage account,
PLEASE notify me or have your broker send a contribution letter to UCSJ. These
transactions rarely include the name of the account holder making it difficult to
determine who sent the donation. Thank you!

Sunday worship service is
also videotaped and posted,
following the service,
on Facebook and our
website, for those wishing to
worship at home.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Communion
Join us at our Lord’s Table
(1st Sunday)
Sunday, September 4

Sue Stern, Treasurer
Tasty Morsels from “PLUM” Corner

PRESBYTERIANS — We are called upon to be the “Hands and Feet of Christ.” Envisioned by
the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), this grassroots initiative aims to bring about change in communities across the
country.
Hands and Feet was created to expand the work of the General Assembly and build on the
community work that congregations, mid councils, and the denomination’s national office are
already doing. Its focus is to expand the work of the General Assembly beyond the meeting
itself and into the communities to “proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in action.”
It’s Nelson’s vision that those who participate in Hands and Feet will take this ministry back
into their own communities and find new ways to meet needs and show God’s love at home.
Hands and Feet’s vision was realized leading up to and during the 223rd General Assembly (2018) in St. Louis,
Missouri, with community mission experiences coordinated through AMEN St. Louis, a ministry of Oak Hill Presbyterian
Church. The program’s success led to an expansion of Hands and Feet to include a fellowship program in Baltimore, the
host city for the 224th General Assembly (2020).

LUTHERANS — This month I want to call your attention to “Lutheran Services in America.” This organization is amazing
for what they do for America. Arline and I had the privilege of working with them in the Virgin Islands. I hope this will
interest someone to learn more about this organization and what they do. You can find more information here.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST — In the wake of all the gun violence in America, The United Church of Christ is asking, “Is
it Time to Lament,” here is the answer. With our laments, we affirm that God can handle our complaints, frustrations,
and disappointments; assert that God wants to hear from us; invoke our memories and beliefs of who God is and what
God can do; and trust that God will act. The practice of lament is valuable—perhaps essential—for Christians. In times of
distress and longing, it can also be life giving to look for ways to instigate the change that can bring forth the world we
seek. I believe this is the work to which we are called and work in which God is our partner. More information can be
found here.

METHODISTS — After decades of rancorous debate over the ordination and marriage of LGBTQ United Methodists, a
special session of the United Methodist Church’s General Conference and three postponements of a vote to formally
split the denomination, the schism finally came “without fanfare, but full of hope, faith, and perseverance.” May 6, 2022

Tom Chase
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August Council Highlights
Last year, UCSJ adopted bylaw amendments which allocated council responsibilities to two different committees, the
Administrative Committee and the Ministry Committee. The purpose was to focus efforts and minimize the amount of
time spent by members on routine business matters and allow ministry leadership to focus their efforts on the programs
of the church.
The August meeting of the Administrative Committee provided a good example of how the committee functions. We
reviewed various topics related to the finances of the church—income, expenses, payment of denominational
responsibilities, etc. We received an update from the Pastor giving his perspective on the status of the church. A
preliminary discussion was held on the Solicitation Policy with the intent of proposing certain changes to the full council
at our next council meeting.
The meeting was short (relatively speaking) and uncomplicated—routine. In the meantime, ministry chairs could
remain focused on the activities of their ministries. The next Administrative Committee meeting will be held on Monday,
September 12, at 9 AM. The next full council meeting will be on Monday, October 10, at 9 AM.
Below is a chart of the UCSJ governance with the names of the current council members.

Pops in the Park — Big Sounds in a
Big Space!
Come and hear the Valley Symphony Orchestra
and Chorus at the Rotary Amphitheater in Montrose
on Saturday, September 10, at 5 PM. UCSJ is wellrepresented with Katy Kristoffersen directing the
chorus; Vince Snowbarger, Anna Strong, and Shelley
Becker singing; and Sue Conrad and Mike
Kristoffersen playing with the orchestra.

Ouray County Food Pantry
Thank you for your continued support
of the Ouray County Food Pantry. This
month we’re inviting you to donate any
item of your choice. Special needs of the
pantry include canned meats, coffee, toilet paper,
paper towels, cleaning items, and personal care items.
All donations are welcome but please keep in mind
they can’t use expired or open items. Bring your items
to the church on Sunday mornings, or you are
welcome to drop them off during church office hours
during the week.

Cindi Myers, Mission & Outreach Ministry Member

The United Church of the San Juans
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Education

September Birthdays
9 – Dorothy Halasz
9 – Carolyn Snowbarger
13 – Cliona Pasek
14 – Patty Ratliff
16 – Vince Snowbarger
20 – Randal Fischer
20 – Robert McDaniel
24 – Jenny Cheek
26 – Penelope Hanshaw
27 – Judy Hazen
29 – Fred Quist

Gals’ Lunch — Tuesday, August 30, at Noon
Carolyn Snowbarger’s home, 783 Meadows Circle, Ridgway
Time to gather, catch up, and laugh! Please bring a dish to share. You may sign up
in the gathering area or contact Carolyn Snowbarger.
Community Learning — Fall Sessions Begin Wednesday, September 14 (6 PM for Soup
Supper and 7 PM for Book Studies, if Attending In-person or 7 PM via Zoom)
You’ve selected our three books for our book studies this fall:
1. Journey of Souls: Case Study of Life Between Lives by Michael Newton
($13)
2. A Long Obedience in the Same Direction: Discipleship in an Instant Society
by Eugene Peterson ($11)
3. The Badly Behaved Bible: Thinking Again about the Story of Scripture by
Nick Page ($16)
Sign up NOW for a study by letting Mick Graff or Carolyn Snowbarger know your
book choice, if you’d like for us to order a book for you, and whether you plan to
attend the study at UCSJ in-person or via Zoom.
Safe Sanctuary Training — Keeping Our Kids Safe
Join us for a brief discussion following our worship service on September 18.
COED Breakfast — Saturday, September 17, at 8:30 AM
This month’s breakfast is COED. Yes, the men have invited ALL of us and they will
even provide breakfast! The program features E. Laird Landon Jr., who shares his
insights on “Caregiving.” He has co-authored a book with Glen A. Hinshaw, and
copies will be available at the breakfast. (For more information see page two.)
Save These Dates for Other Fall Activities!
Sound of Music Sing-along — Sunday, October 9, at 5 PM
Sunday night at the movies has returned! Watch the classic movie and even
sing-along. Yes, the lyrics will show up on the screen, so you, too, can sing with
Julie Andrews.

My Everest — 50 Years On! — Sunday, October 30, at 6 PM
Kelvin Kent will share his Everest climbing expedition from 1972. This is a joint
Education and Mission & Outreach Ministry Event.

September
Anniversaries
2 – Jim & Alice Hill
5 – Jim & Susan Wing
9 – Jack & Kay Sibold
11 – John & Sue Lorimer
12 – Edward & Marilyn Beall
15 – Wendy Kidd & Shelly Spalding
16 – Carl Krieg & Margaret Knipfer
19 – Bob & Anita Posey
23 – Paul & LaVonne Glanville
30 – Randal & Deborah Fischer
Please let the church office
(ucsjoffice@gmail.com or
970.626.5803) know if we’re missing
your birthday and/or anniversary.
Thank you.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

UCSJ Choir
Rehearsals are every
Wednesday at 5 PM
(note the time change).
All are welcome!

Education Ministry Team:
Allyson Cotham, Art Dodd, Kathy Graff, Mick Graff, Dale Laidlaw, Pastor
Charlie Packard, Carolyn Snowbarger, Donna Whiskeman, and Lisa Young

WEEKLY EDUCATION ACTIVITIES
Centering Prayer (via Zoom) — Mondays at 8:30 AM
Community Learning (in-person or via Zoom) — Wednesdays at 6 PM for Soup
Supper and 7 PM for Book Studies (September 14 Through November 16)
Women’s Bible Studies (via Zoom) — Thursdays at 10:30 AM (Resumes September 1)
Men’s Bible Studies (via Zoom) — Saturdays at 8:30 AM

THANK YOU!
Thank you ALL for allowing the
Ouray County Performing Arts
Guild (OCPAG) to use the
church for the FREE Children
and Family Concert held on
August 15. We had a
wonderful turnout for the
children’s concert!

Heather Greisz, OCPAG
Executive Director
Please remember that pictures of members and their children may be posted around the church and on the internet
(website and Facebook). If you do not want your picture used, please contact the church office. Thank you!

www.ucsjridgway.org
For up-to-date information,
including council highlights,
newsletters (in color),
calendar, etc.

We are affiliated with:
~ Presbyterian Church (USA)
~ Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
~ United Church of Christ
~ United Methodist Church

PO Box 295 — Ridgway, CO 81432

Connect with UCSJ!

And like us!
www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway

