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UCSJ Staff
Rev. Charles Packard — Pastor
Rev. Dick Engdahl — Pastor Emeritus
Deacon Bob Larson — Minister of
Missional Outreach
Deacon Kathy Graff — Minister of
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Anita Posey — Administrative Assistant
Katy Kristoffersen — Director of Music
Sue Stern — Treasurer
Laura Hagert — Custodian
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
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Dennis Eliason
Alice Goertz
Kathy Graff
Dale Laidlaw
Pam Larson
Bob McDaniel
Dee Moore
Joan Moyer
Vince Snowbarger (Chair)
Donna Whiskeman

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
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External Publicity — Kate Kellogg

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
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8:30 AM — 1:30 PM
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A Message from the Pastor
Preparing the Way
The ascription above typically applies to Advent and read often and sung from
the book of Isaiah 40:3: “Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.”
Advent, which doesn’t arrive until the end of November is a time to prepare our
heart for Jesus’ coming at Christmas. However, in our Body of Christ here at UCSJ, we
have our own advent in preparing the way for the next pastor.
As I write, the Pastor Search Team is conversing with candidates. Perhaps one is
the one God has chosen for us and is preparing to lead us. As I preached last month,
as certain as the aspen turn this fall and snow will soon blanket the San Juans, “the
days are surely coming.” With that in mind, we now must prepare the way for the
arrival of our next pastor.
For the next five weeks, I’ll be preaching about preparation. Here are three
reminders that we all can do in preparing the way.

1. Engage in sober self-examination.
We’ve had months of waiting. Ask yourself if you’ve helped or hindered the
transition. I’m reminded of the words of the psalmist in Psalm 139:23-24:
Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And
see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
2. Pray without ceasing.
Just because we know God is already preparing the next pastor, we must
continue to pray for guidance and allow the Voice to speak to us. This is done
in prayer. Our PST needs our prayers in this time of discernment. As Saint Paul
professed and is recorded in Philippians 4:6-7: Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
3. Trust in God.
And finally, accept the good news of the Gospel as our Lord Jesus promised in
John 14:1: Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.
His words echo the ancient Hebrew Scriptures from Proverbs 3:5-6: Trust in
the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.
I look forward to sharing God’s Word with you in the coming weeks as we
prepare the way.
Blessings,

Pastor Charlie

Reverend Packard’s Upcoming Messages on Preparing the Way
October 2
October 9
October 16
October 23
October 30

PREPARING THE WAY: In Communion
PREPARING THE WAY: With Comprehension
PREPARING THE WAY: Through Community
PREPARING THE WAY: By Contributing
PREPARING THE WAY: With Commitment

Acts 02:42-46
2Tim 03:14-04:05
Lk 18:09-14
Lk 19:1-10
Is 65:17-25

Page 2

Volume 19, Issue 10 — October 2022

Calendar for October
(For more information, see page #s)
Sunday, October 2 — 10 AM
Communion
Sunday, October 9 — 5 PM
Sunday Night at the Movies (pg. 4)
Monday, October 10 — 9 AM
Council Meeting
Tuesday, October 11 — 11 AM
Gal’s Brunch (pg. 4)

Saturday, October 15 — 8:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast (pg. 5)
Sunday, October 30 — 6:30 PM
My Everest—50 Years On (pg. 4 & 5)
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Weekly Activities

SUNDAYS — 10 AM
Worship Service (Communion is served the first
Sunday of each month)
MONDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom)
Centering Prayer
WEDNESDAYS
5 PM — Choir Practice
6 PM Soup Supper and 7 PM Book Studies
Community Learning (pg. 4)
THURSDAYS — 10:30 AM (via Zoom)
Women’s Bible Study
SATURDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom)
Men’s Bible Study

September Administrative Committee Highlights
The Administrative Committee met on September 12 for its monthly
review of church operations. In reviewing our year-to-date financials,
concern was expressed that we are leaving our summer months with
our giving down over $4,000 from budget expectations.
Pastor Charlie discussed his next sermon series titled “Preparing the
Way.” This focus will lead into our congregation’s next transition period
before our next pastor arrives. Donna Whiskeman reviewed the latest
meeting of our Ministry Committee. Going forward, Ministry Teams will
be asked to report monthly on their activities to promote
communication among council members. Dee Moore presented a
request for approval of a freewill offering for a program featuring Kelvin
Kent. The offering would benefit the Mission & Outreach Ministry.
Pam Larson presented an update from the PST. While applications
have slowed, we are still receiving expressions of interest. The PST has
identified several candidates for further interviews and is feeling
encouraged about the candidates they have talked to. Pam also
indicated that the Worship & Music Team has already started the
process for filling any vacancy in the pulpit between Pastor Charlie’s
ministry and the arrival of a new pastor.
Much of the committee’s time was spent discussing safety, security,
and emergency planning for UCSJ. Five members attended a FEMA
training program promoting the incorporation of faith-based
organizations into emergency planning for cities and counties.
Previously, several of our members had met with Ouray County Sheriff
Justin Perry and Emergency Coordinator Glenn Boyd to discuss the
security of the UCSJ facility. Work has begun researching better door
locks, security cameras, panic buttons, and other potential security
improvements. The full council will address these issues at our meeting
in October. If you have concerns or ideas, please share those with
council members.
The next Council meeting is at 9 AM on October 10. The next regular
Administrative Committee meeting will be at 9 AM on November 14.

Tasty Morsels from “PLUM” Corner

I am thankful and praise God every day for all that I have. There is so much need around the world, in
the United States, and in our local community. As we enter the Fall and a season of thanksgiving, I
hope you’ll find ways to continue helping others.
Kim Lundgren

PRESBYTERIANS — Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has been providing support to help get clean drinking water to the
Jackson, Mississippi area. To read more click here.

LUTHERANS — There is guidance and ways to respond through prayer, donations, and connecting
to support various current disaster needs in the US and around the world, through the ELCA’s
Lutheran Disaster Response. To read more click here.

UNITED

CHURCH OF CHRIST — UCC Churches and partners are working to prepare for and
welcome migrant buses from the border. To read more click here.

METHODISTS — The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is actively supporting efforts in East Africa to
alleviate hunger brought on by a severe drought in the region. To read more click here.

The United Church of the San Juans
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Treasurer’s Report

Sunday Worship

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me by phone
970.596.3755 or email suestern1@gmail.com. Thank you all for your continued support
of our church and missions.
Month End Report — As of August 31, 2022
YTD Actual
Year-to-Date
Goal
Income
$ 29,049
$ 33,333
Expenses
$ 27,778
Net INCOME $
1,271

Income BELOW
Goal
<$ 4,284>

Annual
Budget
$200,000

Remember: If you plan to make a stock or cash donation from a brokerage account,
PLEASE notify me or have your broker send a contribution letter to UCSJ. These
transactions rarely include the name of the account holder making it difficult to
determine who sent the donation. Thank you!

Sunday worship service is
also videotaped and posted,
following the service,
on Facebook and our
website, for those wishing to
worship at home.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Communion
Join us at our Lord’s Table
(1st Sunday)
Sunday, October 2

Sue Stern, Treasurer
Care Ministry Team
Our Care Ministry Team is one of the things that makes our church family unique. It consists of
several people who have said “yes” to being a connecting link and caring force within our church
community. Each member of the Team connects in a “relationship ministry” with a small group of
households consisting of members and friends of UCSJ. They strive to develop a relationship with
these folks so that when the folks in their group have a need, they are comfortable telling the Care
Ministry Team member what their needs are. Perhaps it is a ride to the doctor’s office, or a need
for meals, or they are in the hospital, or would appreciate a visitor. That Care Ministry Team
member then knows who to be in touch with to meet that need and contacts the appropriate
person. It allows for a smooth flow in meeting whatever the needs might be.
To meet those needs we have a group of people who are our Specialized Helpers for the Care Ministry Team. They
have offered specific ways of caring for others at UCSJ. The Care Ministry Team member is in touch with the appropriate
person and describes the need and that Specialized Helper contacts the household and takes over to meet the need.
A list of the Care Ministry Team leaders and their groups will be posted in the office and in the Gathering Area.
Check the list out and see who your Care Ministry Team leader is. Then expect a contact from that person in the near
future. If you don’t see your name listed or are not contacted soon, let Kathy Graff know. Enjoy knowing you are being
cared for!

Leave a Legacy
How will you be remembered? Your will can not only be a legal and financial
statement, but also a faith statement. Once you have provided for loved ones, you can
choose to give to charitable organizations important to you, leaving a lasting message of
faith and support through planned gifts (cash, life insurance policies, marketable assets,
real estate, etc.)
If the above interests you and meets with your personal donation strategy, please
consider the UCSJ Endowment Fund. More detailed information is provided in a brochure located in the church
library. The Endowment Fund Committee members (Steve Wolff, Clayton Beaudry, Jenny Cheek, and Dennis
Eliason) are available to answer any questions. Many thanks to those who have previously contributed to the
Fund. The UCSJ appreciates you!
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Education
Community Learning — Wednesdays (6 PM Soup Supper and 7 PM Book Discussions) Through November 16
1. Journey of Souls: Case Study of Life Between Lives by Michael Newton
2. A Long Obedience in the Same Direction: Discipleship in an Instant Society by Eugene Peterson
3. The Badly Behaved Bible: Thinking Again about the Story of Scripture by Nick Page
Contact Mick Graff if you have questions.
Sunday Night at the Movies — October 9, at 5 PM, with The Sound of Music
Sunday night at the movies has returned! Watch the classic movie and even sing-along. Yes, the
lyrics will show up on the screen, so you, too, can sing with Julie Andrews.
Gals’ Brunch — Tuesday, October 11, at 11 AM, at Mimo’s in Montrose, 216 N. Townsend (new address)
Time to gather, catch up, and laugh! You may sign up in the gathering area or contact Carol Kling or Sandy Storey.
My Everest — 50 Years On! — Sunday, October 30, at 6:30 PM
See page five for information about this joint Education and Mission & Outreach Ministry Event.
Coming in November
UCSJ Coed Book Club – Tuesday, November 1, at 10 AM
Under the Banner of Heaven by Jon Krakauer
This best-selling true crime thriller explores a violent crime, its perpetrators, and victims. Krakauer constructs a
multi-layered, bone-chilling investigation of a crime occurring in a small fundamentalist sect in Utah in 1984.
Dale Laidlaw will facilitate our discussion, and books are available in the gathering area ($10). Please sign up
and join us.

Education Ministry Team:
Allyson Cotham, Art Dodd, Kathy Graff, Mick Graff, Dale Laidlaw, Pastor Charlie Packard, Carolyn Snowbarger,
Donna Whiskeman, and Lisa Young

WEEKLY EDUCATION ACTIVITIES
Centering Prayer (via Zoom) — Mondays at 8:30 AM
Community Learning — Wednesdays at 6 PM for Soup Supper and 7 PM for Book
Studies (September 14 Through November 16)
Women’s Bible Studies (via Zoom) — Thursdays at 10:30 AM
Men’s Bible Studies (via Zoom) — Saturdays at 8:30 AM

Congregational Life Ministry
The Congregational Life Committee held our annual church picnic on September 11.
It was across from the church in the park and we had 39 in attendance. We had many
helpers and plenty of good food including pulled pork. A special thanks to Max and Alicia
Sheppard, Joan Moyer, and Junella Hildreth for their help and to Vince Snowbarger for
getting the tables to the park. A big thanks to the others who helped Vince and others
who helped carry food to the park.
On September 25 we will be serving treats after Cowboy Church.
Every Sunday we are responsible for making coffee and seeing that we have treats available. Please help us by
signing up to serve treats!

Bob McDaniel, Congregation Life Ministry

The United Church of the San Juans

Pastor Search Team Update
The Pastor Search Team has been
conducting interviews this September. Exciting!
We continue having candidates that are
interested in our congregation, where we live
and the uniqueness of our council structure. So,
the process, though it appears to be slow, is moving forward. Again, please
keep our prospective new pastor and the search team in your prayers—God
knows who He is calling for us—Help us be quiet and listen to Him.

Your Pastor Search Team.
My Everest — 50 Years On!
A Mission & Outreach and Education Event
Sunday, October 30, at 6:30 PM at UCSJ, Kelvin
Kent will be giving a presentation on the 50th
Anniversary of the British National SW Face of Everest
Expedition in 1972. Kelvin was a team member of this
iconic expedition. The event is free to the public. A
freewill offering will be taken for Mission & Outreach
Fund which supports local and worldwide needs.

Dee Moore, Mission & Outreach Ministry
Ouray County Food Pantry
The Ouray County Food Pantry is so appreciative of the
continued support of UCSJ to provide needed items for
our neighbors. Fall is in the air, so this month’s focus is on
canned soups, stews, and canned meat. As always, all your
donations are welcome. Remember that the pantry cannot
use expired items, or items in opened packages. Please
bring your donations to the church on Sunday or during
regular office hours. Thank you so much.

Cindi Myers, Mission & Outreach Ministry Member
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October Birthdays
3 – Brenda Engdahl
4 – Priscilla Fry
5 – Colin Gordon
5 – Dave Young
9 – Ed Ingo
10 – Lilly Gordon
10 – Lisa Young
12 – Lee LeGrand
12 – Ron Shannon
14 – Lynne Evans
14 – Junella Hildreth
15 – Tamara Knutson
16 – LaVonne Glanville
17 – Becky Kent
18 – Terry Butler
21 – Jack Sibold
26 – Floyd Day
26 – Katy Kristoffersen
26 – Kay Sibold
31 – Roland Glandorf

October Anniversaries
4 – Sprague Mayger & Priscila Fry
1 – Duane & Karen Compton
Please let the church office
(ucsjoffice@gmail.com or 970.626.5803)
know if we’re missing your birthday and/or
anniversary. Thank you.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Address, Phone, Email Changes, or
if you wish to be Removed from the
Church Directory.
Prayer Requests/Announcements
for the Sunday bulletin
(deadline is Wednesday at noon).
Please email ucsjoffice@gmail.com
or leave a detailed message on the
church phone 970.626.5803.

Men’s Breakfast — Saturday, October 15 at 8:30 AM
Lloyd Arnold, who is the Director of Aviation at the Montrose Regional Airport,
will give a presentation on the current activities and the future of the airport. This
should be of great interest to everyone who sees all the construction and increased
air traffic at the airport today.
Lloyd Arnold has been the Director of Aviation at the Montrose Regional and
Nucla Hopkins Field Airports since 2007. He’s responsible for the day-to-day
management of both airports. Most recently Lloyd guided Montrose Regional
Airport through a 20,000 square foot terminal expansion and remodel. He holds a
master’s degree in Public Administration from Hamline University of North Dakota and a Bachelor of Business
Administration in Airport Management from the University of North Dakota. Lloyd is a Federal Aviation Administration
certificated aircraft pilot. He managed airports in Wisconsin and South Dakota prior to arriving in Montrose.

Farewell
I bid you all a fond farewell, as I am moving back to my hometown in
Iowa to a great retirement community. It has been a wonderful 22 years
for me, 21 years for Ann.
It was an incredible journey to be involved with a new church from the
ground up, to what it is now. As I said, it’s been a privilege to have lived
where God goes on vacation or maybe he lives here.

Roland Glandorf

Please remember that pictures of members and their children may be posted around the church and on the internet
(website and Facebook). If you do not want your picture used, please contact the church office. Thank you!

www.ucsjridgway.org
For up-to-date information,
including council highlights,
newsletters (in color),
calendar, etc.

We are affiliated with:
~ Presbyterian Church (USA)
~ Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
~ United Church of Christ
~ United Methodist Church

PO Box 295 — Ridgway, CO 81432

Connect with UCSJ!

And like us!
www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway

