November 2022

Worship
Sundays at 10 AM
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 295
Ridgway, CO 81432
Email: ucsjoffice@gmail.com
Website: www.ucsjridgway.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
UCSJ Staff
Rev. Charles Packard — Pastor
Rev. Dick Engdahl — Pastor Emeritus
Deacon Bob Larson — Minister of
Missional Outreach
Deacon Kathy Graff — Minister of
Spiritual Formation
Anita Posey — Administrative Assistant
Katy Kristoffersen — Director of Music
Sue Stern — Treasurer
Laura Hagert — Custodian
Lar

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
UCSJ Council
Pastor Charlie Packard
Dennis Eliason
Alice Goertz
Kathy Graff
Dale Laidlaw
Pam Larson
Bob McDaniel
Dee Moore
Joan Moyer
Vince Snowbarger (Chair)
Donna Whiskeman

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Newsletter Editor — Barb Eliason
Newslink Editor — Administrative
Assistant (ucsjoffice@gmail.com)
External Publicity — Kate Kellogg

295 N. Lena Street, Ridgway, Colorado

Volume 19, Issue 11

A Message from the Pastor
Let Your Gentleness Be Known
Paul’s letter to the Philippians is perhaps his last written while imprisoned in
Rome. This final farewell, a short, four-chapter book of the New Testament, is not
harsh criticism of un-Christlike traits his other churches have succumbed to. Instead,
the letter to the church in Philippi is a strong message of love, joy, humility, service,
and surprising strength and importance of “knowing Christ.”
The Christological statements in the second chapter are perhaps the richest in
the Bible. Additionally, Paul admits his past wrongdoings with a strong confession,
but most importantly, he emphasizes that he “forgets what he left behind and strains
forward to what is ahead.” (v.3:13) That is sound advice for all of us individually and
especially as a Body of Christ here at UCSJ.
But as a pastor, what I relate to most is Paul’s deep affection for the church in
Philippi. It is evident that this was Paul’s favorite church as throughout his letter he
expresses love, thanksgiving, and gratitude for their support. I echo the same
sentiment to everyone in the UCSJ family.
It’s recorded that Paul had two visitations to the church in Philippi. Similarly, God
called me back a second time to UCSJ. When I arrived eighteen months ago to the
church I joyfully left less than three years earlier, I found it disturbingly marred in
conflict, doubt, and harshness. But through the love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ,
and the strong power of the Holy Spirt, the congregation that I so love is now filled
with a strong sense that the Spirit is leading all of us to be a kinder, gentler
congregation. It is clearly evident we are faithfully responding to Paul’s strong
command: “let your gentleness be known” (4:5).
In closing, allow me to echo Paul’s Philippian benediction: Do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God. And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding will
guard hearts and minds in Christ. (4:6-7).
May the Spirit so guide UCSJ and each of you in unity, diversity, and gentleness
as witnesses of God’s love found in Jesus Christ.
With deepest love,

Pastor Charlie

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
UCSJ Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
8:30 AM — 1:30 PM

Sunday, November 6
Please join us for a taco bar luncheon and fellowship following the
morning service on November 6, when we are honoring Pastor Charlie
for his service to UCSJ, as Interim Pastor.
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Calendar for November

October Council Highlights

(For more information, see page #s)

Council gathered for its quarterly meeting on October 10. Dennis Eliason,
Dee Moore, Alice Goertz, Pam Larson, Robert McDaniel, Dale Laidlaw, Kathy
Graff, Joan Moyer, Vince Snowbarger, Donna Whiskeman, and Pastor Packard
were present.
Dennis presented the financial situation through the end of September. He
pointed out that contributions are running more than $3,000 per month under
budget for the first quarter of the church year. Expenses are also below budget,
but there is still a small net deficit. It was also pointed out that our investment
funds are also down due to declines in the stock market.
Council also discussed the wind-down of Pastor Charlie’s ministry to UCSJ.
Pastor shared his plans for the next month. Plans are also being made to
celebrate Charlie’s time with us after the service on November 6. A
subcommittee is working to plan an appropriate send-off. Pam also shared plans
for supply pastors following Charlie’s departure.
Council then turned its attention to various security issues at UCSJ. The
Administrative Committee had begun researching various changes to the
building’s physical security related to cameras, door locks and restricting access
to the building. A subcommittee was appointed to continue to review security
issues to include any needed policies.
The Pastor Search Team joined council to discuss their progress and to clarify
positions of compensation, housing, nature of parttime, and other questions that
have arisen as they have interviewed candidates. One thought concerning
housing was to reach out to the congregation to see if anyone knows of housing
opportunities, particularly rentals, that might be available. If you become aware
of such possibilities, please let one of the PST or council members know.
The next Administrative Council meeting is Monday, November 14 at 9 AM.
The next full council meeting will be Monday, January 9 at 9 AM.

Tuesday, November 1 — 10 AM
UCSJ Coed Book Club (pg. 6)
Sunday, November 6
Daylight Saving Ends
All Saints Sunday
Communion
Pastor Charlie Celebration Luncheon (pg. 1)
Sunday, November 13 — 10 AM
Guest Preacher Deacon Kathy Graff
Monday, November 14 — 9 AM
Administrative Council Meeting
Wednesday, November 16 — Noon
Gal’s Lunch at Lazy Dog (pg. 6)
Sunday, November 20 — 10 AM
Guest Preacher Kelvin Kent
Thursday, November 24

Sunday, November 27 — 10 AM
Guest Preacher Howard Davidson
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Weekly Activities

SUNDAYS — 10 AM
Worship Service (Communion is served the
first Sunday of each month)
MONDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom)
Centering Prayer
WEDNESDAYS
5 PM — Choir Practice
6 PM Soup Supper and 7 PM Book Studies
Community Learning (ends November 16)
THURSDAYS — 10:30 AM (via Zoom)
Women’s Bible Study
SATURDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom)
Men’s Bible Study

City Market Community Rewards
Last quarter UCSJ received $90.99. Thank you!
It’s easy to help UCSJ receive donations from City Market by linking your
card to our church. You just need a digital account, so if you already have one
just click here and scroll down to the “Link your shopper’s card” to get started
and search for United Church of the San Juans, select, and save. If you don’t
have a digital account, you will need to create one. Any transactions moving
forward will be applied to the program, at no added cost to you.

Pastor Search Team Update
Your Pastor Search team has been busy traveling to hear sermons from prospective
Pastoral candidates. We have heard two potential candidates and, hopefully, by the first
part of November will have listened and visited with a third. The time spent listening
and visiting with the candidates has been very insightful and will be indispensable in our
discernment process. We are also discussing what the next steps will be in this pastor
search process. Please continue petitioning God for our new Pastor and your PST.

Your Pastor Search Team

The United Church of the San Juans
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Sunday Worship

Treasurer’s Report
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me by phone
970.596.3755 or email suestern1@gmail.com. Thank you all for your continued support
of our church and missions.
Month End Report — As of September 30, 2022
YTD Actual
Year-to-Date
Income BELOW
Goal
Goal
Income
$ 40,492
$ 50,000
<$ 9,508>
Expenses
$ 40,935
Net LOSS
$
<443>

Annual
Budget
$200,000

Sunday worship service is
also videotaped and posted,
following the service,
on Facebook and our
website, for those wishing to
worship at home.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Sunday, November 6

Remember: If you plan to make a stock or cash donation from a brokerage account,
PLEASE notify me or have your broker send a contribution letter to UCSJ. These
transactions rarely include the name of the account holder making it difficult to
determine who sent the donation. Thank you!

Sue Stern, Treasurer
Ouray County Food Pantry
The weather is cooling off and having enough food is even
more important to the clients of the Ouray County Food
Pantry. While the Pantry purchases much of its food at a deep
discount through Food Bank of the Rockies, our donations help
to fill in gaps by providing some of the most popular items for
clients. This month our focus is on breakfast—specifically hot
and cold breakfast cereals—oatmeal, cream of wheat, Malt
O Meal, as well as low-sugar cold cereals like Cheerios,
Frosted Mini Wheats, Total, Corn Flakes, Raisin Bran—and
anything else you can think of.
As always, any donation you would like to contribute
are welcome, though the pantry cannot accept open
packages or expired items. Please bring your donations to church on Sunday or
drop them off during regular church hours during the week. And thank you!

We will celebrate Holy
Communion and observe All
Saints Sunday—This will be
Pastor Charlie’s last Sunday
with us. Join us after worship
for a “Pastor Charlie
Celebration Luncheon.”
Sign-up sheet is in the
gathering area.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Communion
Join us at our Lord’s Table
(1st Sunday)
Sunday, November 6

Cindi Myers, Mission & Outreach Ministry Member
UCSJ is Looking for Librarians!
We have a beautiful and well-stocked library that needs loving maintenance and management.
The librarians would be a part of a team functioning within the Education Committee. Duties
might include choosing titles to refresh periodically, organization, and management of small
donations. While we are choosing to halt anonymous and large donations, if a member should
read a book and find that they want to buy and share a copy for the library, a donation of that
nature would be absolutely welcome. We are encouraging our church family to take a moment
and stop into the library to see what’s available to read. You are free to peruse at any time it is
not being used and find titles that might be uplifting or educational for you. There are plenty to
find, recent and oldies but goodies.
Please contact Donna Whiskeman or Lisa Young if you are interested in participating on the UCSJ Library Team.
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Tasty Morsels from “PLUM” Corner

PRESBYTERIANS — Check out the Presbyterian Outlook this month. You will find an article “Unity
Among Members of the World Council of Churches (WWC)?” Not in every case, Presbyterians on
the ground report, the WWC agreed to a number of statements including this one, “Seeking
Justice and Peace for All in the Middle East.” You may find other articles that will interest you. You
can find the Outlook at pres-outlook.org.

LUTHERANS — Check these articles out.
Take Action and Take our Congregational Survey!
The Hunger Network submitted a resolution at the 2022 RMS Synod Assembly and it passed
unanimously! The resolution calls upon congregations to take concrete steps to: increase their
support of local hunger ministries, increase their awareness of hunger and poverty issues through
educational resources developed by ELCA World Hunger, and to increase opportunities to financially
support the work of ELCA World Hunger.
Don’t forget our local food banks.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST — What is happening in the United Church of Christ today. A good way to keep up to date
is to check out the magazine the UCC posts online here. Here are two articles that may interest you:
1. The second revision of the book by Frank S. Mead, Handbook of Denominations in the United States.
2. When Christians Disagree.
There are several more items that may pique your interest. Check it out.

METHODISTS — This month our brothers and sisters at the United Methodist African University (AU) are celebrating
AU 30th Anniversary with a campaign to raise funds for their Beyond 30: Powering an Evolving Dream. This university is
one of the Global outreach ministries. If this piques your interest you will find ways to help here.

Tom Chase
Amazon Smile
While shopping for the holidays, or anytime, please remember that UCSJ has
been designated in the AmazonSmile program to receive a small donation each
time someone indicates that desire. The program is simple to use:
1. Log in to Smile.Amazon.com, rather than the normal Amazon.com.
2. You can use your same Amazon account, if you already have one, but the first time you log in, you will need to
choose your charity (UCSJ). After that, each time you log on, the designation will be “United Church of the San
Juans.”
3. There is no additional cost to you for using AmazonSmile, and you can order any items that you would order on
Amazon.com. Amazon makes the small donation, not you, so the cost to you is the same.
Let’s all “SMILE” this year and earn funds for UCSJ!

Daylight Saving Ends Sunday, November 6
Remember to Set Your Clocks Back One
Hour!

Thanksgiving Day
Thursday, November 24

The United Church of the San Juans
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Worship & Music Ministry
The Worship & Music Ministry Team has been busy. We approved the purchase of a tablet for music scores, as
used by Robert Hjelmstad at his Sunday Sundae concert. This is to be used by UCSJ’s piano players and music directors
and was purchased from the extra piano fund monies you, the congregation, gave.
We have arranged for supply pastors: Deacon Kathy Graff (November 13); Kelvin Kent (November 20); and Howard
Davidson (November 27 through December 24). We are blessed by Howard Davidson’s gift of serving us through
Advent and Christmas Eve. He is a Commissioned Lay Teaching Elder PCUSA and has been given approval to serve us
communion by the Western Colorado Presbytery Committee on Ministry. Christmas day, December 25, is a Sunday
and we will have a lay-led service of scripture and carols. Several members of the congregation have filled out the
Ministries survey and joined the Worship & Music Ministry Team. Thank you each and all for participating and your
continued prayers.
Blessings,

Pam Larson, Worship & Music Ministry
Cowboy Worship Service
Sunday, September 25

Celebrating our Western heritage and God’s creation. THANK
YOU to everyone who was involved to make this a delightful
service!

The Bookworm
The Education Committee thought it might be worthwhile to feature one book a month, hoping
that you would enjoy what is featured and take it home to read.
This Month we are Featuring Joshua by Joseph Girzone

“It was a quiet, sultry afternoon in Auburn. People were gathering at Sander’s store for news and the latest
gossip. The current topic of conversation around town was the new fellow living in the old cottage at the edge of
town. No one knew much about him except that his name was Joshua, and he was a plain man. He kept pretty much
to himself, which piqued everyone’s curiosity. He wasn’t particularly shy, though he didn’t talk much, but went
about his business and smiled hello to whoever he met along the way. He seemed very content and at peace with
himself. He dressed simply wearing kaki pants and a plain, loose pullover shirt that was a lighter shade of brown
than the pants. The shirt was tucked in at the waist and open at the neck. In place of a leather belt he wore a belt
put together from carefully braided strings.”
But who was Joshua really? You will have to read the book to find out. You won’t be able to put it down!!
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WEEKLY EDUCATION ACTIVITIES
Centering Prayer (via Zoom) — Mondays at 8:30 AM
Women’s Bible Studies (via Zoom) — Thursdays at 10:30 AM
Men’s Bible Studies (via Zoom) — Saturdays at 8:30 AM

Education
Up Coming Events and Programs

My Everest — 50 Years On! — Sunday, October 30, at 6:30 PM
See page seven for information about this joint Education and Mission & Outreach Ministry Event.
UCSJ Coed Book Club — Tuesday, November 1, at 10 AM
To discuss Under the Banner of Heaven by Jon Krakauer
Sons of a powerful fundamentalist patriarch in Utah interpret the scriptures in a way that justifies punishment
for a woman they believe has led their brother astray. The detective in charge of the case is of the same faith.
Dale Laidlaw will facilitate our discussion, and books ($10) are available in the gathering area.
Community Learning — Winter Session
Our winter session begins in January with online and in-person book discussions. If you have books to suggest,
please send them to Mick Graff or Carolyn Snowbarger by Wednesday, November 9.
Gal’s Lunch — Wednesday, November 16, at Noon, at Lazy Dog in Ridgway
Time to gather, catch up, and laugh! Lazy Dog has a new menu, so you need to check it out! You may sign up in the
gathering area or contact Carolyn Snowbarger.
Men’s Breakfast Group
NO breakfast in November or December. Breakfasts will resume in January.
UCSJ Coed Book Club — Tuesday, December 6, at 10 AM
The Betrayal of Anne Frank: A Cold Case Investigation by Rosemary Sullivan
If you’re intrigued by cold case crimes and love history, The Betrayal of Anne Frank may be just what you’re
wanting to read next! World War II was raging in Europe, and the Franks went into hiding in a “secret annex” in
Amsterdam. After two years, they were discovered, arrested, and sent to concentration camps. How were they
found? This new (controversial) book investigates who may have alerted the Nazis and how the family was
discovered.
Carolyn Snowbarger will facilitate our discussion, and books ($10) are available in the gathering area. Please
sign up and join us.

Education Ministry Team:
Allyson Cotham, Art Dodd, Mick Graff, Dale Laidlaw, Kristi Snapp, Carolyn Snowbarger, Donna
Whiskeman, and Lisa Young
Congregational Life Ministry
The Congregational Life Committee served ice cream and toppings after the Cowboy
Service on September 25. We had an attendance of 80 at that service.
We will be assisting at Pastor Charlie’s luncheon after the Sunday, November 6
service. I hope many of you will plan to attend his last service and the luncheon.
We want to remind you that we always need volunteers to serve treats after each
service.

Bob McDaniel, Congregation Life Ministry

The United Church of the San Juans

Caring for One Another . . .
The love and sympathy of the UCSJ family is with:
Julie Larusson in the passing of Doug Lease.
The family of Arthur F. Dodd, Sr. who passed away on
October 19.
Do you have a prayer request or pastoral care concern that you would like your
UCSJ faith community to hear or a confidential prayer request for our prayer
team (but not for public communication)? Please call the church office at
970.626.5803 or email ucsjoffice@gmail.com.

Concerns shown here are printed only with the permission of the person involved.
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November Birthdays
6 – David Dealy
6 – Aline McDaniel
6 – David Young
7 – Diana Schreiber
9 - Margaret Fredericks
9 – Alicia Sheppard
18 – Reed Kramer
18 – Pam Stofferahn
18 – Brian Wood
21 – Bob Larson
26 – Michael Moore
28 – Dennis Eliason
29 – Larry Harley
29 – Ian Snapp

November
Anniversaries
Please let the church office
(ucsjoffice@gmail.com or 970.626.5803)
know if we’re missing your birthday and/
or anniversary. Thank you.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Address, Phone, Email Changes,
or if you wish to be Removed
from the Church Directory.
Prayer Requests/Announcements
for the Sunday bulletin
(deadline is Wednesday at noon).
Please email
ucsjoffice@gmail.com or leave a
detailed message on the church
phone 970.626.5803.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Parking
Winter is approaching so please
be considerate and remember
that the parking spaces on the
west side of the building are
intended for use, primarily by
those who have difficulty
walking. Thank you!

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities to Help
Please help us by signing up, in the gathering area, for the following:
Communion servers, Scripture readers, Ushers, Greeters
Prepare and cleanup coffee
Bring simple treats for fellowship time after church
Bring flowers (in memory of loved ones, in celebration of a special event or
just because)

Thank you for your generous support during these times. Your gifts
enable our ministry to continue even while we’re taking extra
precautions. To contribute online just click the donate button below or
you can send your offerings to the church office at P.O. Box 295,
Ridgway, CO 81432.
Click Here to Donate Today

Please remember that pictures of members and their children may be posted around the church and on the internet
(website and Facebook). If you do not want your picture used, please contact the church office. Thank you!

www.ucsjridgway.org
For up-to-date information,
including council highlights,
newsletters (in color),
calendar, etc.

We are affiliated with:
~ Presbyterian Church (USA)
~ Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
~ United Church of Christ
~ United Methodist Church

PO Box 295 — Ridgway, CO 81432

Connect with UCSJ!

And like us!
www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway

