December 2022

Worship
Sundays at 10 AM
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 295
Ridgway, CO 81432
Email: ucsjoffice@gmail.com
Website: www.ucsjridgway.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
UCSJ Staff
Seeking a Pastor
Rev. Dick Engdahl — Pastor Emeritus
Deacon Bob Larson — Minister of
Missional Outreach
Deacon Kathy Graff — Minister of
Spiritual Formation
Anita Posey — Administrative Assistant
Katy Kristoffersen — Director of Music
Sue Stern — Treasurer
Laura Hagert — Custodian
Lar

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
UCSJ Council
Pastor
Dennis Eliason
Alice Goertz
Kathy Graff
Dale Laidlaw
Pam Larson
Bob McDaniel
Dee Moore
Joan Moyer
Vince Snowbarger (Chair)
Donna Whiskeman

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Newsletter Editor — Barb Eliason
Newslink Editor — Administrative
Assistant (ucsjoffice@gmail.com)
External Publicity — Kate Kellogg

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
UCSJ Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
8:30 AM — 1:30 PM

295 N. Lena Street, Ridgway, Colorado
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What has Your Pastor Search Team (PST) Done
in the Last Six Months???
Prayer has been the cornerstone for the PST as we have tried to
discern who God is calling for our next Pastor. We have met nearly
every week since we were elected. The team has developed a
Pastor Search Document that describes our history, who we are
today and what is expected of a Pastor in a part-time relationship.
Highlights:
Ads were put in two Christian publications, their online
services, and in several online employment sites. While waiting for
responses to the ads, written questions, interview questions, and reference
questions were developed.
Then began the Waiting & Watching (Psalm 130:5-6) for candidates to
respond.
The PST vetted 61 candidates.
Forty-five candidates (45) were put into Round 1 if we were interested
in them.
Eleven (11) moved to Round 2 when we determined they were
ordained in one of our four denominations. In this Round we requested
they complete written questions. Of the 11 only four completed the
questions. Several were concerned about housing.
After reviewing their answers three moved to Round 3 where we
conducted personal interviews. All three were exceptional candidates.
All these decisions were by consensus, as stated in our by-laws.
Of the three, one candidate stood out as someone who would fit
us well and lead us into the future;
one withdrew;
the another, though very qualified, we felt would not fit our
congregation.
The PST met with council on November 19 to present the candidate of our choice
for discussion and questions. After consensus from the council, the PST extended a
call to this candidate and hope to hear from them soon.
If the candidate accepts our “Call” the next steps would be:
approval from the candidate’s denomination;
Council’s appointment of a sub-committee to develop a contract with
the candidate;
setting a date for a congregational meeting where you, the congregation,
would hear a sermon from the candidate and vote your approval;
and finally, the contract would be signed.
If the candidate does not accept the “Call or if the congregation does not approve
the candidate,” the PST will begin the process over in our search for the Pastor God is
calling for UCSJ.
Thank you for your prayers, please continue them for the PST, the candidate, the
council, and all of us at UCSJ.
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Calendar for December

November Administrative Committee Highlights

(For more information, see page #s)

Over the last month, the Administrative Committee demonstrated its
flexibility to address the day-to-day business of the church. The committee
“met” by email to approve a facility use request. In late October, it addressed
proposals for Pastor Charlie’s recognition with a ZOOM meeting. The committee
then met on its regularly scheduled meeting time on November 14.
After reviewing the church’s financial position as of the end of October, the
committee turned its attention to the authorization of security measures
previously discussed by the committee, council, and a special subcommittee of
council.
Three changes were approved for addressing the physical security of UCSJ.
These changes will be led by the Building & Maintenance Committee led by
Michael Moore. The first security change is to add security doorbells (like Ring)
to the main entry and the library entrance. This will allow our administrative
assistant to know who is asking for entry into the church.
Second, the church locks will be rekeyed. Over the years, keys have been
issued to many people without them being returned. Some may be lost, but
there are also a lot of keys with former members and outside groups. The last
estimate of the number of keys to our current locks exceeds 70.
Finally, the committee authorized the replacement of the back (outside)
door to the pastor’s study. In addition to dealing with some water leakage issues,
this will also address a recommendation made by Sheriff Perry.
The next regular Administrative Committee meeting will be at 9 AM on
Monday, December 12.
The next regular Council meeting is at 9 AM on Monday, January 9, 2023.

Sunday, December 4
Communion
Guest Speaker Howard Davidson
Friday, December 9 — 10 AM
UCSJ Coed Book Club (pg. 4)
Sunday, December 11 — 10 AM
Guest Speaker Howard Davidson
Monday, December 12 — 9 AM
Administrative Committee Meeting
Sunday, December 18 — 10 AM
Guest Speaker Howard Davidson
Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve Worship Service
Guest Speaker Howard Davidson
Sunday, December 25 — 10 AM
Lay-led Scriptures and Carols

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Weekly Activities

Mission & Outreach Ministry

SUNDAYS — 10 AM
Worship Service (Communion is Served the
First Sunday of Each Month)
MONDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom)
Centering Prayer
WEDNESDAYS
5 PM — Choir Practice
THURSDAYS — 10:30 AM (via Zoom)
Women’s Bible Study
SATURDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom)
Men’s Bible Study

Kelvin Kent’s presentation, October 30,
raised $1,709 which will be used for local
family needs over Thanksgiving and
Christmas. We are in contact with the Sheriff
Department as they work with and are aware
of local needs. We are also waiting to see if
the Angel Tree project will be done again this
year. If so, this will be another area we will be involved with. If anyone is aware
of local families who need help with food, gasoline, or heating bills during this
season, please let me know.
From our budgeted money, we gave $1,500 through Lutheran Disaster
Services for Hurricane Ian Relief. We are finalizing where we will use the
remaining money for the first six months of our budget.

Dee Moore, Mission & Outreach Chair

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities to Help
Please help us by signing up, in the gathering area, for the following:
Communion servers, scripture readers, ushers, greeters
Prepare and cleanup coffee
Bring simple treats for fellowship time after church
Bring flowers (in memory of loved ones, in celebration of a special event or just because)

The United Church of the San Juans
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Treasurer’s Report
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me by phone
970.596.3755 or email suestern1@gmail.com. Thank you all for your continued
support of our church and missions.
Month End Report — As of October 31, 2022
YTD Actual
Year-to-Date
Goal
Income
$ 58,001
$ 66,666
Expenses
$ 55,587
Net INCOME $ 2,414

Income BELOW
Goal
<$ 8,665>

Annual
Budget
$200,000

Remember: If you plan to make a stock or cash donation from a brokerage
account, PLEASE notify me or have your broker send a contribution letter to UCSJ.
These transactions rarely include the name of the account holder making it
difficult to determine who sent the donation. Thank you!

Sue Stern, Treasurer

Change for Change
Sunday

A very huge thank you to the 62
congregants that brought their
spare change from home or
opened their wallets and donated
a record $101.15 to the Change
for Change program. This offering
goes into the Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund that can be
used to help someone(s) locally
who are in need. Thank You!!
The next Change for Change
Sunday is JANUARY 29.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

End of Calendar Year Financial Update
As you can see from the Treasurer’s Report above, at the end of
October our contributions are $8,665 below budget. This is somewhat
concerning as we enter the winter months when a number of our
congregation heads to warmer climates. The good news is that our expenses
have been controlled so far and currently we are $2,414 to the good.
Council is considering several special projects in the coming months to
improve the security and safety of our facility that were not on our radar
when the budget was created this year. A preview of the November
financials shows that for the first time, that I can remember, we will be
taking money from the reserve account to pay our current
bills.
Like this congregation has done in the past, the Holiday
Season is a great time to think of generously supporting UCSJ
with your contributions.

Ouray County Food Pantry
December’s Food Pantry focus is on holiday foods.
Please consider donating items to add to a holiday dinner:
stuffing mix, gravy, cranberry sauce, pie filling, cake mix,
candy, maybe even a canned ham—anything you would
like. Please bring the items to the church early in the
month so we can get them to the pantry in time for clients
to incorporate into their holiday meals. And thank you for
your generosity to the Ouray County Food Pantry throughout 2022.

Cindi Myers, Mission & Outreach Ministry Member

Sunday Worship
Sunday worship service is also
videotaped and posted,
following the service, on
Facebook and our
website, for those wishing to
worship at home.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Taizé Prayer in the
Season of Advent
All are Invited!
A special service of contemplative
prayer and song celebrating the
season of Advent in a candle-lit
space filled with the tranquil
sounds of the St. John’s Ensemble.
Sunday, November 27, at 4 PM
St. John’s Episcopal Church,
329 5th Avenue, Ouray
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Communion
Join us at our Lord’s Table
(1st Sunday)
Sunday, December 4
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WEEKLY EDUCATION ACTIVITIES
Centering Prayer (via Zoom) — Mondays at 8:30 AM
Women’s Bible Studies (via Zoom) — Thursdays at 10:30 AM
Men’s Bible Studies (via Zoom) — Saturdays at 8:30 AM

Education
UCSJ Coed Book Club — Friday, December 9, at 10 AM
The Betrayal of Anne Frank: A Cold Case Investigation by Rosemary Sullivan
If you’re intrigued by cold case crimes and love history, The Betrayal of Anne Frank may be just what you’re
wanting to read next! World War II was raging in Europe, and the Franks went into hiding in a “secret annex” in
Amsterdam. After two years, they were discovered, arrested, and sent to concentration camps. How were they
found? This new (controversial) book investigates who may have alerted the Nazis and how the family was
discovered.
Carolyn Snowbarger will facilitate our discussion, and books ($10) are available in the gathering area. Please
sign up and join us.
Community Learning — Winter Session
Time to vote! Please help us select our books for our winter soup/book studies beginning Wednesday evening,
January 11. Check out the books below which are also on display in the gathering area. You may email your vote to
Mick Graff and you may vote for one selection or split your vote between two. Votes are due by December 11.
1. The God Solution: The Power of Pure Love by Neale Donald Walsch ($21)
What is needed now is for humanity to agree on the most important topic in human history. If we do so, we
can produce spectacular results, changing life on Earth for the better—forever. This is not out of our reach. In
The God Solution, acclaimed spiritual author Neale Donald Walsch explores how we can bring an end to anger,
violence, disagreements between people and nations, financial hardships, poverty, starvation, and the suffering
of millions. He explains how we can bring peace, prosperity, security, opportunity, and joy to people around the
world.
2. Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong People by Nadia Bolz-Weber ($10)
What if that person you’ve been trying to avoid is your best shot at grace today? And what if that’s the
point? In Accidental Saints, New York Times best-selling author Nadia Bolz-Weber invites readers into a
surprising encounter with what she calls “a religious but not-so-spiritual life.” Tattooed, angry and profane, this
former standup comic turned pastor stubbornly, sometimes hilariously, resists the God she feels called to serve.
But God keeps showing up in the least likely of people—a church-loving agnostic, a drag queen, a felonious
Bishop and a gun-toting member of the NRA.
3. Joshua: A Parable for Today by Joseph F. Girzone ($10)
Sometimes it happens. After two thousand years, the human race may be given a second chance. When
Joshua moves to a small cabin on the edge of town, the local people are mystified by his presence. A quiet and
simple man, Joshua appears to seek nothing for himself. He supports himself by working as a carpenter. He
charges very little for his services, yet his craftsmanship is exquisite. The statue of Moses that he carves for the
local synagogue prompts amazement as well as consternation. What are the townsfolk to make of this
enigmatic stranger?
(continued on page 5)
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4. Let Go: Seven Stumbling Blocks to Christian Discipleship by Casey Cole ($15)
“What must I do to gain eternal life?” The rich man who asked this of Jesus was told to sell all he had and
give to the poor. But, more importantly, he was told, “Come, follow me!” Franciscan Casey Cole challenges us to
let go of something more difficult than material wealth: expectations, anxiety, comfort, wounds, enemies,
power—and our very selves. Speaking from both personal and pastoral experience, he outlines the stumbling
blocks that turn us away from following Jesus as true disciples. The response to “What must I do?” is simple but
not easy: Let go. Now.
5. Do I Stay Christian? A Guide for Doubters, the Disappointed, and the Disillusioned by Brian D. McLaren ($23)
Do I Stay Christian? addresses in public the powerful question that surprising numbers of people―including
pastors, priests, and other religious leaders―are asking in private. This is not McLaren’s attempt to persuade
Christians to dig in their heels or run for the exit. Instead, he combines his own experience with that of
thousands of people who have confided in him over the years to help readers make a responsible, honest,
ethical decision about their religious identity. There is a way to say both yes and no to the question of staying
Christian, McLaren says, by shifting the focus from whether we stay Christian to how we stay human.
6. On the Brink of Everything: Grace, Gravity and Getting Older by Parker Palmer ($12)
From beloved and best-selling author Parker J. Palmer (Let Your Life Speak, The Courage to Teach, Healing
the Heart of Democracy) comes a brave and beautiful book of reflections on eight decades of life and work.
Reframing aging as “a passage of discovery and engagement,” Palmer says, “Old is just another word for
nothing left to lose, a time to take bigger risks on behalf of the common good.” On the Brink of Everything is not
a “guide to” or “handbook for” getting old. Instead, it’s Palmer turning the prism of insight on his experience as
a way of encouraging listeners to do the same with theirs.
UCSJ’s Library
Stop by and take a look at our library. Here’s one of the things you’ll find:
Reread the runaway bestseller you discovered in 1978: The Road Less Traveled by Dr. M. Scott Peck. It’s a class
on self-discipline and on loving yourself—which translates to the ability to love others. (“Others” don’t
complete us, writes Peck. That’s unhealthy dependence. When we can stand whole in ourselves, we are capable
of receiving and valuing love from others.)―Recommended by Dale Laidlaw
We’re still looking for at least one more volunteer for our library committee. This group will help us manage and
organize our collections of books, videos, and tapes. Please contact Donna Whiskeman or Lisa Young for details.

Men’s Breakfast Group and Gal’s Lunch
Will resume in January.

Education Ministry Team:
Allyson Cotham, Art Dodd, Mick Graff, Dale Laidlaw, Kristi Snapp, Carolyn Snowbarger, Donna
Whiskeman, and Lisa Young
.

We are blessed to have Howard
Davidson serving us from Advent
through Christmas Eve!
He is a Commissioned Lay Teaching Elder PCUSA
and has been given approval to serve us
communion by the Western Colorado Presbytery
Committee on Ministry.
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Sunday, December 25
Worship Service at 10 AM
(Lay-led Scriptures and Carols)

Merry Christmas!
Tasty Morsels from “PLUM” Corner

We daily have so much to be thankful for. I hope you feel that way too. As we enter
the holiday season of Reformation Day, All Saints Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and
New Years may you daily take some quiet time to reflect, give thanks, and rejoice on
all the gifts we have been given.
Kim Lundgren

PRESBYTERIANS — The PC(USA)’s DOWNTOWN CHURCH is an energy hub with a different
approach to stewardship. CLICK here to read more.

LUTHERANS — From the ELCA Social Statement on CHURCH IN SOCIETY—“Along with all citizens, Christians have the
responsibility to defend human rights and to work for freedom, justice, peace, environmental well-being, and good order
in public life. They are to recognize the vital role of law in protecting life and liberty and in upholding the common good.
Christians need to be concerned for the methods and the content of public deliberation. They should be critical when
groups of people are inadequately represented in political processes and decisions that affect their lives.” CLICK here to
read the full statement.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST — Creation care and environmental justice will once again be the focus of Giving Tuesday,
November 29—a commitment that builds on the United Church of Christ’s historic prophetic leadership and continues to
address a priority that will be underscored for several years to come. CLICK here to read more.

METHODISTS — Here is an update on how United Methodist Churches are supporting Florida Hurricane survivors.
CLICK here to read.

Amazon Smile
While shopping for the holidays, or anytime, please remember that UCSJ has
been designated in the AmazonSmile program to receive a small donation each
time someone indicates that desire. The program is simple to use:
1. Log in to Smile.Amazon.com, rather than the normal Amazon.com.
2. You can use your same Amazon account, if you already have one, but the first time you log in, you will need
to choose your charity (UCSJ). After that, each time you log on, the designation will be “United Church of the
San Juans.”
3. There is no additional cost to you for using AmazonSmile, and you can order any items that you would order
on Amazon.com. Amazon makes the small donation, not you, so the cost to you is the same.
Let’s all “SMILE” this year and earn funds for UCSJ!

The United Church of the San Juans

Caring for One Another . . .
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December Birthdays

The love and sympathy of the UCSJ family is with Ed
Beall and family, on the death of his wife, Marilyn, on
November 18.
If you have a prayer request or concern that you would
like your UCSJ faith community to hear or a
confidential prayer request for our prayer team (but not for public
communication)? Please call the church office at 970.626.5803 or email
ucsjoffice@gmail.com. You may also contact a member of the Care Team. The
Care Team list is posted in the gathering area.

2 – Michelle Gordon
5 – Kristi Snapp
8 – Stella Scoville
9 – Sue Lorimer
13 – Tamora Thomas
15 – Sue Conrad
18 – John Lorimer
23 – Carol Kling
24 – Martha Elliott
29 – Charles Scoville

Concerns shown here are printed only with the permission of the person involved.

December
Anniversaries

The Bookworm
Desmond Tutu has long been admired throughout the
world for his heroism and grace during the South African
struggle for human rights. In his book God Has a Dream he
shares the spiritual message that guided him through those
troubled times. He helps us to “see with the eyes of the heart” and to
cultivate the qualities of love, forgiveness, humility, generosity and courage
that we need to change ourselves and our world.
GOD SAYS, “I HAVE A DREAM. PLEASE HELP ME REALIZE IT.”

21 – David & Allynn Dealy
26 – Larry Harley & Jenny Cheek
Please let the church office
(ucsjoffice@gmail.com or 970.626.5803)
know if we’re missing your birthday and/
or anniversary. Thank you.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Parking
Winter is here so please be
considerate and remember that
the parking spaces on the west
side of the building are intended
for use, primarily by those who
have difficulty walking.
Thank you!
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Address, Phone, Email Changes,
or if you wish to be Removed
from the Church Directory.
Prayer Requests/Announcements
for the Sunday bulletin
(deadline is Wednesday at noon).
Please email
ucsjoffice@gmail.com or leave a
detailed message on the church
phone 970.626.5803.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

If you are the last one to leave
the church, please make sure the
lights are off, thermostats are set
to “auto heat” at 64, and the
doors are locked. THANK YOU!

Thank you for your generous support during these times. Your gifts
enable our ministry to continue even while we’re taking extra
precautions. To contribute online just click the donate button below or
you can send your offerings to the church office at P.O. Box 295,
Ridgway, CO 81432.
Click Here to Donate Today

Please remember that pictures of members and their children may be posted around the church and on the internet
(website and Facebook). If you do not want your picture used, please contact the church office. Thank you!

www.ucsjridgway.org
For up-to-date information,
including council highlights,
newsletters (in color),
calendar, etc.

We are affiliated with:
~ Presbyterian Church (USA)
~ Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
~ United Church of Christ
~ United Methodist Church

PO Box 295 — Ridgway, CO 81432

Connect with UCSJ!

And like us!
www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway

