
 

Worship 
 

Sundays at 10 AM 
 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 295 

Ridgway, CO 81432 
 

Email: ucsjoffice@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.ucsjridgway.org 
 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway   

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  
 

UCSJ Staff 
 

Rev. Melinda Veatch — Pastor 
Rev. Dick Engdahl — Pastor Emeritus 

Deacon Bob Larson — Minister of 
Missional Outreach 

Deacon Kathy Graff — Minister of Spiritual 
Formation 

Anita Posey — Administrative Assistant 
Katy Kristoffersen — Director of Music 

Sue Stern — Treasurer 

Laura Hagert — Custodian 
Lar 

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

UCSJ Council 
 

Rev. Melinda Veatch 
Dennis Eliason 

Alice Goertz 
Kathy Graff 
Pam Larson 

Bob McDaniel 
Dee Moore 
Joan Moyer 

Vince Snowbarger (Chair) 
Donna Whiskeman 

Vacant 
 

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

Newsletter Editor — Barb Eliason 
Newslink Editor — Administrative 
Assistant (ucsjoffice@gmail.com) 
External Publicity — Kate Kellogg 

 

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

UCSJ Office Hours 
 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
 

9 AM — 2 PM  

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. 

—Jesus, speaking to the disciples in John 15:5 
 

 Soon the grapevines in the vineyards across western 
Colorado, pruned back to almost nothing after the harvest last fall, will begin to 
sprout tender new branches as the days grow longer and the air begins to warm. 
Right now, it is easy to see the main vine and the more mature branches that 
grow from it. But as winter turns to spring, and spring to summer, the main vine 
and those long-lived branches will be obscured. The tangle of new growth, leafy, 
flowering, then fruiting, and the maturing grapes, will be what we most readily 
see. Only if we intentionally look through that jumble of branches will that main 
vine be visible.  

 It was just that full on a jumble of branches growing from the main vine that 
Jesus was thinking of as he sat in the upper room with his disciples. They had 
celebrated the Passover with the Seder meal. Jesus had washed their feet as a 
demonstration of servanthood in discipleship. As he turned to this discourse, he 
was going deeper with them, preparing them for all that would happen when 
they headed out of that room to the Garden of Gethsemane.  

 For us, growing grapes—growing most anything, unless we are gardeners or 
farmers—is marginal to our daily experience. But that was not Jesus’ or the 
disciples’ daily experience, while most of them may not have tilled the soil, 
members of their households did. Gardens and vineyards were at the center of 
daily living. They would have known the importance of good soil, strong roots, 
and the main vine in a vineyard row. Some of them would have picked grapes at 
harvest time and, perhaps, even dressed the vines at the end of the harvest. In 
pruning back to the main vine that season’s branches, the main vine from which 
they grew would have been obvious.  

 As Jesus spends this last bit of time with his disciples, his words remind them 
and us that our life is in the True Vine. It’s not in our achievements. It’s not in our 
abilities. It’s not in our affiliations or affinity groups. Our very life, our very breath 
is in the love that flows from the Living Christ. That is the life we are called to 
share with one another and with the world around us, using words when 
necessary. We are great at talking about our faith. What is challenging is living it. 
Jesus calls us to rest in the assurance that we are branches that have life in the 
True Vine. Tending to that life and to living from it, exchanging Christ’s love with 
others, focuses us on being in relationship with the Living Christ and being in 
relationship with others. We do that best when we keep turning to God in prayer, 
keep steeping in Christ’s story, and stay open to the pruning that cuts away all the 
extraneous things that clutter up our lives and focuses us on the True Vine in 
whom we live and move and have our being.  

 As we prepare to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we can celebrate, 
give thanks for, and live fully from the life we have and share in his Spirit.  
 

Blessings, Melinda 
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Calendar for April 
(For more information, see page #s) 

 

Sunday, April 2 — 10 AM 

Palm Sunday Service (pg. 3) 

Communion 
 

Thursday, April 6 — 7 PM 

Maundy Thursday Service (pg. 3) 
Fr 

Friday, April 7 — Good Friday 
 

Sunday, April 9 — Happy Easter, He is Risen! 

7:15 AM — Sunrise Service (pg. 3) 

10 AM — Easter Celebration Service (pg.3) 

Monday, April 10 — 9 AM 

Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, April 11 — 10 AM 

On the Same Page (UCSJ Book Club) (pg. 4) 
 

Friday, April 14 — Noon 

Gal’s Lunch (pg. 4) 

 

Saturday, April 15 — 9 AM 

Men’s Breakfast Group (pg. 4) 
 

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  
Weekly Activities 

SUNDAYS — 10 AM 

Worship Service (Communion is Served the 
First Sunday of Each Month) 

 

MONDAYS — 9 AM (via Zoom) 

Centering Prayer 
 

TUESDAYS — 7 PM (via Zoom) 

Lent Bible Study (Ends April 4) (pg. 4) 
 

WEDNESDAYS 

4:30 and 7 PM Book Studies; Soup at 6 PM 
Community Learning (Begins April 12) (pg. 4) 

 

THURSDAYS 

10:30 AM (via Zoom) — Women’s Bible Study 

4 PM — Choir Practice 
 

SATURDAYS — 8:30 AM (via Zoom) 

Men’s Bible Study 
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Council and Administrative Committee Highlights 
 

 Council met on February 27 for the primary purpose of dealing with a 
council vacancy. This was the first time our new Pastor had been able to meet 
with the elected leadership of UCSJ. Melinda took the opportunity to discuss 
church leadership and a spiritual transformation. The core of the church’s 
ministry is spiritual transformation. The discussion included ideas included in 
Ruth Haley Barton’s book Pursuing God’s Will Together. 

 Unfortunately, one of our council members resigned in February. Under our 
new bylaws, council may appoint a replacement until the next election of council 
members. The Education Ministry recommended that the position be left vacant 
until our annual meeting in June. The members have agreed to have someone 
from the team present at each council meeting between now and then to 
represent the interest of the Education Ministry. Council opted to follow this 
recommendation. 

 On March 13, the Administrative Committee met for its monthly meeting. 
Pastor Melinda continued her leadership discussion. Her theme was a focus on 
“the One.” We discussed UCSJ and what is important to keep, to change, to 
maintain vitality and to avoid as crippling or destructive. 

 The financial reports were reviewed and approved. Dennis Eliason will be 
working on a proposed budget to present to council at its meeting in April. The 
Administrative Committee also approved entering into an Indemnification 
Agreement with Melinda’s landlord to facilitate her rental of a local apartment. 

 The next regular council meeting is at 9 AM on Monday, April 10, 2023. The 
next Administrative Committee meeting will be Monday, May 8, 2023, at 9 AM. 

 I am looking forward to getting to know all of you and the gifts you bring. 
Which is why my first order of business as we begin ministry together is to 
take time with you. That is why I am launching “Your Ouray County.” I will be 
going through the directory, starting at the front and back and working my 
way inward, to contact you and set up times for us to get together. I know 
that some of you live beyond the bounds of the county, but all of you have 
favorite places within it. I want to learn what you love about it most and why. 
I hope you will take time to meet me at your favorite coffee spot; your 
favorite hiking trail; your favorite breakfast, lunch, or dinner spot; your 
favorite shop; or show me your favorite views from your favorite viewing 
places. Maybe your favorite place is your own backyard. Whatever the case, 
I’ll be organizing times to meet and looking forward to learning about you and 
your favorite places as we begin walking in ministry together. AND, if you just 
want to call me up and schedule a time, feel free! I’ll be looking forward to 
getting to know all of you. 

Pastor Melinda 

 

UCSJ Hospitality 
 

 It’s encouraging to observe so many of us welcoming the new people who visit UCSJ on a 
Sunday morning. Most people appreciate being recognized as “new folks,” and the warmth 
and friendliness you extend is much appreciated. Thank you! 

 

Alice Goertz, Membership Development Ministry 



Treasurer’s Report 
 

 If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me by phone 970.596.3755 
or email suestern1@gmail.com. Thank you all for your continued support of our church 
and missions. 
 

Month End Report — As of February 28, 2023 

     YTD Actual    Year-to-Date  Income BELOW    Annual 

          Goal      Goal     Budget 

Income      $   125,004     $   133,333     <$ 8,329>                $200,000 

Expenses     $   109,320 

Net INCOME   $     15,684 
 

Remember: If you plan to make a stock or cash donation from a brokerage account, 
PLEASE notify me or have your broker send a contribution letter to UCSJ. These 
transactions rarely include the name of the account holder making it difficult to 
determine who sent the donation. Thank you! 
 

Sue Stern, Treasurer 

 

Sunday Worship 
 

Sunday worship service is 
also videotaped 

and posted, 
following the 

service, on Facebook and 
our website, for those 

wishing to worship at home. 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

Hearing Devices 
 

We all need help 
sometimes…. If you would 

like a hearing device, please 
ask an usher! They will be 

happy to assist you. 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

Communion 

Join us at our Lord’s Table 

(1st Sunday) 

Sunday, April 2 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
 

(3rd Saturday) 

Saturday, April 15 

9 AM (Note the Time 
Change) 

 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

Thank you for your 
generous support. To 

contribute online just click 
the link below or you can 
send your offerings to the 
church office at P.O. Box 
295, Ridgway, CO 81432. 

 

Click Here to Donate Today 
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Ouray County Food Pantry 
 

 Our donation focus for the Ouray County Food Pantry in 
April is Spring Cleaning. As people struggle to stretch their 
budgets, they appreciate items to help clean the home. So when 
you’re shopping, consider picking up an extra package of dish 
soap, dishwasher detergent, laundry detergent, all purpose 
cleaner, scouring pads, sponges, glass cleaner, or anything else 
you think of as a cleaner. You are always welcome to donate any other unexpired, 
unopened packages of food, household, and personal care items as well. Thank you for 
your continued support of the food pantry. 
 

 

Cindi Myers, Mission & Outreach Ministry Member 

Easter Schedule 
 

 Come join in the finale of Lent and the celebration of Easter by joining in with 
these services: 

Palm Sunday Service — April 2, at 10 AM 

 With palms and communion 
 

Maundy Thursday Service — April 6, at 7 PM 

 Our Lord’s last supper 
 

Easter Sunday Services (HE IS RISEN!!) — April 9 
 

 7:15 AM — Sunrise Service at Log Hill 
 Overlook (Inspiration Point) 

 

Light snack between Sunrise Service and  

Easter Celebration (finger foods and coffee) 
 

 10 AM — Easter Celebration Service 
 

Pam Larson, Worship & Music Ministry  

https://www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway
https://ucsjridgway.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/722193
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Men’s Breakfast — Saturday, April 15, at 9 AM 
 

 The men’s breakfast will be held at 9 AM due to the speaker traveling from Grand Junction. 
The speaker will be Pat O’Brien, who will give a presentation on commercial and hobby drones. 
The talk will cover the hardware, software, operations, and regulations of drones. Pat will bring 
a couple of drones for demonstrations. The most popular use of drones is for their fantastic 
aerial photos. Drones are becoming very popular as a hobby. 

 Pat O’Brien has flown manned aircraft for 1500 hours, the majority giving flight instruction. 
His certifications have been—private, instrument, commercial, multi engine, sea plane, float 
plane and as a certified flight instructor he could teach all of those plus tail wheel, complex, high 
performance/aerobatics and was certified to teach helicopter ground school. 

 On UN-manned drones as a pilot he has exceeded 5,000 flights, probably closer to 10,000 hours over approximately 
30 years. Mostly high performance fixed wing. He has flown several hundred helicopter and multi rotor drone flights. 
He also has done exhibition flights for flight clubs, news media, and private promotions. He has probably taught more 
than a hundred pilots to fly. He is an FAA certified 107 drone pilot and has given class/flight instruction as well as 
presently given private drone lessons. He is also a recognized flight instructor at his local RC flying field—”Modeleers.” 

 This will be an educational talk and may lead to a new hobby. 

Education 
 

Lenten Bible Study Through April 4 

This Zoom activity is led by Angela Ledgerwood on Tuesdays from 7 to 8 PM during Lent. For more information 
contact Carolyn Snowbarger. 

 

Men’s Breakfast — Saturday, April 15, at 9 AM (Note the Time Change) 

See article below for details. 

A special thank to the men’s breakfast group for our new utility cart. 
 

On the Same Page (UCSJ Book Club) 

Cloud Cuckoo Land by Anthony Doerr — Tuesday, April 11, at 10 AM 

The Cactus by Eleanor Oliphant — Friday, May 19, at 10 AM 

This humorous narrative features Susan Green, who likes things perfectly ordered and predictable. She’s losing 
control, and Rob, her brother’s friend, enters the chaos. Books are available in the gathering area for $10. 

 

Community Learning — Spring Session Begins Wednesday, April 12 

Thanks for voting. We’ll announce the selections and times (book discussions at 4:30 and 7 PM, with soup at 6 PM) 
in Newslink and via email. You may sign up and order books through March 31. 

 

Gals’ Lunch — Friday, April 14, at Noon, at El Jimador in Montrose 

Join us for a good time – we promise! Sign up in the gathering area or contact Carolyn Snowbarger. 
 

Creede — August 16-18 

 Save the dates! Details coming soon. 
 

Education Ministry Team 
Allyson Cotham, Art Dodd, Mick Graff, Kristi Snapp, Carolyn Snowbarger, 

Donna Whiskeman, and Lisa Young 

WEEKLY EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 
 

Centering Prayer (via Zoom) — Mondays at 9 AM 

Lent Bible Study (via Zoom) — Tuesdays at 7 PM (Ends April 4) 

Community Learning (in-person) — Wednesdays at 4:30 and 7 PM for Book Discussions, Soup at 6 PM (Begins April 12) 

Women’s Bible Studies (via Zoom) — Thursdays at 10:30 AM 

Men’s Bible Studies (via Zoom) — Saturdays at 8:30 AM 



April Birthdays 
 

2 – Dale Laidlaw 

3 – Jim Hill 

3 – Jan Osterhof 

3 – Cavan Pasek 

4 – Dee Moore 

4 – Harriet Turner 

6 – Dave Conrad 

6 – Marge Quist 

16 – Edward Beall 

16 – Terry Thomas 

18 – Bob O'Rourke 

19 – Sandy Sloan 

19 – Casey Welch 

20 – Jean Bosworth 

20 – Eric Lattanner 

20 – Sprague Mayger 

21 – Laura Hagert 

23 – Charlotte Duckett 
 

April Anniversaries 
 

12 – Bob & Pam Larson 

21 – Gary & Martha Elliott 

28 – Don Scholl & Lysa Riggs 
 

Please let the church office 
(ucsjoffice@gmail.com or 

970.626.5803) know if we’re missing 
your birthday and/or anniversary. 

Thank you. 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

Address, Phone, Email 
Changes, or if you wish to be 
Removed from the Church 

Directory. 

Prayer Requests/
Announcements  

for the Sunday bulletin 

(deadline is Wednesday at 
noon). 

Please email 
ucsjoffice@gmail.com or 

leave a detailed message on 
the church phone 

970.626.5803 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

UCSJ Choir 
 

Rehearsals are 

every Thursday at 4 PM 

All are welcome! 
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Caring for One Another . . .  
 The love and sympathy of the UCSJ family is with Bob 
McDaniel and family, on the death of his wife, Ricky, on 
February 26. A Celebration of Life was held on March 11. 
 

 

If you have a prayer request or concern that you would like your UCSJ faith 
community to hear or a confidential prayer request for our prayer team (but not for 

public communication)? Please call the church office at 970.626.5803 or email 
ucsjoffice@gmail.com. You can also contact Pastor Melinda or a member of the 

Care Team. The Care Team list is posted in the gathering area. 
 

Concerns shown here are printed only with the permission of the person involved. 

 

Tasty Morsels from “PLUM” Corner 
 

Here is information regarding the network and synod 
gatherings in 2023, and Disaster Preparedness and 

Response training in Grand Junction.  

May all of you continue to reflect during this season 
of Lent. 

 

Kim Lundgren  
 

PRESBYTERIANS — UKirk, the PC(USA)’s campus ministry network, will hold its second 

official national gathering June 13-16, 2023 in Virginia. Click here to read more. 
 

LUTHERANS — Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly will gather in El Paso, Texas, from 

Tuesday, May 16, 2023 at 4 PM to Thursday, May 18, 2023 at noon, to be confronted 
by the gifts and challenges of ministry and mission on the southern border. 
Registration is now open. Click here to read more. 
 

(Save the dates for 2024 — April 25-27 at the Embassy Suites, Loveland, Colorado) 
 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST — After a year-long process, the United Church of Christ 

Board voted March 4, 2023, to nominate Associate General Minister, the Rev. Dr. 
Karen Georgia Thompson, for General Minister and President. The General Synod will 
be held June 30-July 4. Click here to read more. 
 

METHODISTS — In response to the multiple hurricanes, floods, wildfires and other 

natural disasters, the Mountain Sky Conference Disaster Preparedness and Response 
Ministry will hold Early Response Team (ERT) training for individuals interested in 
becoming team members to assist survivors in the early days following a disaster. 
 

Date is Saturday, May 6, 2023 from 9 AM to 4:30 PM, at Crossroads UMC in Grand 
Junction. 

Click here to read more. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

 Sign UP !!!—There are many opportunities for each 
of us to serve at UCSJ—greeters, ushers, readers, worship 
assistants, communion servers, bring treats, and many 
more. Thank you for finding your place to serve our 
congregation community. Sign-up sheets are in the 
gathering area. 

mailto:ucsjoffice@gmail.com
mailto:ucsjoffice@gmail.com
mailto:ucsjoffice.gmail.com
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/ukirk-the-pcusas-campus-ministry-network-will-hold-its-second-official-national-gathering-june-13-16/
https://www.rmselca.org/assembly
https://www.ucc.org/search-and-call-gmp/
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/eventdetail/17340420?month=5&year=2023&day=1&display=m


PO Box 295 — Ridgway, CO 81432 

And like us! 
www.facebook.com/ucsjridgway  

 We are affiliated with: 

   ~ Presbyterian Church (USA) 

  ~ Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

   ~ United Church of Christ 

  ~ United Methodist Church 

 

www.ucsjridgway.org 
 

For up-to-date information, 
including council highlights, 

newsletters (in color), 
calendar, etc. 

Connect with UCSJ! 

Please remember that pictures of members and their children may be posted around the church and on the internet 

(website and Facebook). If you do not want your picture used, please contact the church office. Thank you! 

 

Thank You! 
 

“What a beautiful place for Mom’s reception. Thank you so much for letting us use it. It 
made for a relaxing time.” 

Our deepest appreciation, 

Karen & Jack Fay and Family 

Terry & Jennifer Galloway and Family 
 

(Mom (Frances Talbert) was 98 when she passed away and a life long resident of Ouray County. The family had a 
Celebration of Life reception at church on February 18 and this thank you note was received.) 
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