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Meditation 
 

The elimination diet: Remove anger, regret, resentment, guilt, blame and worry. Then watch 
your health and life improve. 

 
– Charles F. Glassman 

 
Truth can be told in an instant, forgiveness can be offered simultaneously, but reconciliation is 

the work of lifetimes and generations. 
 

– Krista Tippett 
 

   WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                 Pastor Melinda Veatch 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                  Instrumental                                          Katy Kristoffersen     
    

   CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                        Bob McDaniel          
                                (from ministrymatters.com, a resource for pastors from the United Methodist Church) 
 
           Leader:  We have been given a ministry of reconciliation and sharing. 
            People: God reconciled us to God’s self through the witness of Jesus Christ.     
           Leader:  We no longer need to fear.  

        People: Hope has been given us.  
 
     Leader:  So now we are ambassadors for Christ. God is making God’s appeal to all 
 
                   humankind through us – in all that we say, think, and do.   
     People: Praises to God who has placed God’s trust in us. We will strive to serve God 
                   faithfully. Amen. 
 

 OPENING PRAYER                                                                                                                         Bob McDaniel 
                                (From ministrymatters.com, a resource for pastors from the United Methodist Church) 
 

How incredible is your love, O God! We have been made new in your love and 

reconciled to you and to each other in peace and joy. Be with us this day as we hear 

your words of comfort and hope. Guide our lives that we may serve you more fully all 

of our days. Amen. 
 

   WELCOMING SONG*                       If My People’s Hearts Are Humbled                                Congregation 
                                             (Claire Clonginger, words; Leavitt’s The Christian Lyre, 1830)  
 
           Hymn No. 383                                                All Verses  

 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY  

OF 

LENT 

MARCH 15, 2026 



       
    
 SCRIPTURE READING                                2 Corinthians 5:16-21                                             Mick Graff 
 

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded  

Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation  

has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to  

himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling  

the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed  

to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God  

were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the  

righteousness of God. 
 
 
            Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord  
 
            People: Thanks be to God.         
 
                                       
ANTHEM                                                           Create in Me                                                  UCSJ Choir                   

                                                 (John Michael and Terry Talbot; Arr. K. Kristoffersen) 
 

Create in me a clean heart, oh God, 

Let me be like you, in all my ways. 
 

                                                         Give me your strength, teach me your song, 
Shelter me in the shadow of your wings. 
 

                                                         For we are your righteousness. 
If we die to ourselves, and live through your death; 
 

                                                        Then we shall be born again to be blessed in your love. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING                    Luke 15:11 –13, 17–32                            Pastor  Melinda Veatch 
 

 
 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, 
 ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 
 
“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and 
 there squandered his wealth in wild living…. 
 
 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to 
 spare, and here I am starving to death!   I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: 
 Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.   I am no longer worthy to be called your 
 son; make me like one of your hired servants.’   So he got up and went to his father. 
 
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for 
 him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 
 
 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 
 worthy to be called your son.’ 
 
 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring 
 on his finger and sandals on his feet.   Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and 
 celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they 
 began to celebrate. 
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 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and 
 dancing.   So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on.   ‘Your brother has 
 come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe 
 and sound.’ 
 
 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded 
 with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and 
 never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate 
 with my friends.   But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with 
 prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 
 
 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had 
 to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
 and is found.’” 
 
  Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
  People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
SERMON                                  Walking from Resentment to Reconciliation                   Pastor Melinda Veatch 
                                

   RESPONSIVE SONG                                              Create in Me                                                         Congregation  
                                                                                       (John Carter)      
                                                        Hymn No. 378                                            All Verses                              
 

   RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE WITH OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS                    Pastor Melinda Veatch                                                    
  Thank you for your continued support of the church and our mission. 

 
 
    PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                    Pastor Melinda Veatch  

  
    DOXOLOGY*                                       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

                       Praise Christ, all people here below; 
                   Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 

         PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                    Bob McDaniel and Pastor Melinda Veatch                                                                                                        The Lord’s Prayer   
       Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will  
       be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our  
       sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
       us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.                                                                                                                  

                   
              
         CLOSING SONG*                                  What Wondrous Love is This                                            Congregation               
                                                                           (Appalachian folk hymn) 

 
    Hymn No. 257                             Verse 1 - All     Verse 2 - Men 
 

                                                                      Verse 3 - Women   Verse 4 - All 
            
         CLOSING PRAYER                                                                                                                            Bob McDaniel                
 
                
         POSTLUDE                                                        Instrumental                                                   Katy Kristoffersen                                 
  
                        CHARGE AND BLESSING                                                                                                      Pastor Melinda Veatch                                                                 

 (Songs and Music under One License #735313. Music is reprinted under copyright license CCLI11233542 ) 
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